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On motion by Mr. Moloney, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—TENANTS, PURCHASERS, AND
MORTGAGORS' RELIEF ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Counecil’s Amendments.
Schedule of twe amendments made by the

Coundil now considered.

In Caommitiee.
Mr, Hegney in the Chair; the Minister for
Employment in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2.—Delete this ¢lause:

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Clause 2 refers to Section 24 of the princi-
pal Aet, which section permits contracting
out, The aceepiance of the Council’s amend-
ment would mean that the Act would remain
in operation with Section 24 intact, enabling
people to coutract out of the operation of
the measure. I previously explained the
difficulty of administering the Act beeause
of the existence of Secfion 24, which ren-
dered the measure largely inoperative. Many
house agents took the opportunity to foree
people to contract themselves outside the
operation of the Act before they would al-
low them to 2o into o house. The Act ap-
plies only to persons who by reason of un-
employment are umable to pay rent. Such
persens have thus in many cases been de-
prived of the benefit of the Act. If we do
not agree to the Council’s amendment, the
mensure will not be re-enacted even with a
medified incidence. Therefore, though with
reluctance, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

the Couneil's

Question put and pussed;
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Title—Delete the words “twenty-
four and”:

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
This second amendment is consequential on
the first, to which we have agreed. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councils
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the repori adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Couneil.

House adjourned at 941 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair af 4.30

p.m., and read prayers.
QUESTION—TOXIC-PARALYSIS,

Mr. HAWKE asked the Premier: 1, Have
any decisions been made recently regarding
the campaign to be carried on against the
toxic-paralysis menace? 2, If so, what is
the nature of the decisions made?

'The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, The
decisions are as follow:—(a) To earry out
the advisory or extension of field work
amongst farmers. In this counnection the
Chief Veterinary Officer proposes to conduct
a very extensive programme amongst farm-
ers in order fo advise them as to the best
means of preventing the losses dune to toxic-
paralysis. An agricultural adviser to assist
in this work will take up residence in the
district at the end of the month; (b) Lab-
oratory work—Pathological examinations to
be carried out by Dr. Bennetts. Dr. Under-
wood will condnet analyses of representative
pastures; {¢) Field trials—To be conducted
at Avondale—and more particularly on an
affected farm in the Meckering distriet.

BILL—LAND,

Read a third time and transmitfed to the
Couneil,

ANNUVAL ESTIMATES, 1933-34.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 17th Oetober,
on the Treasurer's Financial Statement and
on the Annual Estimates; Mr. Sleeman in
the Chair.

Vote—Legislative Councit, £1,442:

HON. N, EEENAN (Nedands) {4.34]: T
have listened with interest, and I am sure
other members have listened with interest,
tno, to the speeches that have been delivered
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by those memhers who have participated so
far in the general disenssion upon the Esti-
mates, Of course, to some extent, and neces-
sarily so, the speeches have dealt with loeal
maiters but, on the whole, the local outlook
has been, in every instance, associated in
no small degree with consideration for the
exigencies of the State gencrally. The mem-
ber for Gascoyne {Mr. Wise) has once more
referred to some of the crumbs that fail
from the table of Dives, for the henefit of
those living in the northern parts of the
State and has labelled those few crumbs ac-
cording to his political faney. I have no
intention whatever of attempting to disturb
him in so pleasant a task, all the more so
beeause on the major proposition that the
people of the North and other distant parts
of the State have never received from any
Government full econsideration of their
needs. That is a proposition with which I
find myself fully in accord. Nor is the rea-
son for that state of affairs difficult to dis-
cover, The outstanding parts must always
suffer under the handicap of the effect of
environment at the hands of every Parlia-
ment ever eleeted and of every Government
ever in power.

The Minister for Justice: Did not Glad-
stone say that the City of London should
not have a member in Parliament at all?

Myr. Latham: That is so.

Hon. N. KEENAN: And it might appro-
priately be said that the City of Perth
should not have a representative in Parlia-
ment either. The people of the eapital, and
those who live within easy veach of the capi-
tal, are always al the door. They are in-
gistent all the fime that their wants and
needs shall he attended to. They tell their
tale every day and all day long. On the
other hand, dwellers in distant places are
seldom heard and are unfortunately oft for-
goften. To any extent that it may he pas-
sible to redress this balance of inequality of
opportunity, the member for Gascoyne will,
I hope, always find me a willing and helpful
worker. Some of the disadvantages that are
suffered by those who live in outer places,
particularly in the northern parts of the
State, which were mentioned by the member
for Gasecoyne, must have come, I feel sure,
as astonishing facts to many in this Cham-
ber. For instance, I was always under the
impression that, in the case of freight that
merely passed through Fremantle to be
transhipped to some other port in the State,
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the Fremantle authorities made a nominal
charge only. On the other hand, the mem-
her for Gascoyne assured the Committee that
in every instance the Fremantle harbounr
antborities imposed the full harbour impost,
It is not merely an injustice, but gross ex-
tortion that freight destined for some north-
ern or southern port in the State, which
merely passes through Fremantle beeause it
is the main port and is destined for trans-
shipment to another port, should have to
bear the full harbour impost, not merely at
Fremantle, but at the port of final destina-
tion. The obvious cure tor that state of
affairs is to create a central authority hav-
ing charge of all the barbours of Western
Australin and having one eommon purse, so
that a clearance at any one harbour shall
rank, and be as effective, as a clearance in
all harbours. Some years ago I had con-
ceived a Bill presenting the general cutlines
of such a scheme, which was based upon
facts and data collected by the present Ad-
ministration when formerly in oflice; and I
commend to the present Chief Secretary the
study of those data and facts. Nor were
members of this House, disappointed in their
expectations that the member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr. Toukin) would at least
submit ideas that were attractive from the
point of view of novelty. It is to he regret-
ted that he remains wedded to the old idea
that the proper and enly course to be pur-
sued is to import nothing exeept what it is
impossible to produce in Western Australia,
The member for North-Kast Fremautle is
very cutspoken in his advoecaey of the in-
tense form of Nationalism that is to-day re-
ceiving a very wide measure of support in
some parts of the outer world. There are
Teasons for that support in the portions of
the outer world to which I refer, but those
reasons are non-existent in Western Aus-
tralia. France, instead of importing Aus-
tralian wheat ut 2s. 6d. a bushel, in terms
of sterling, is, by means of a hounty, en-
couraging locally grown wheat at a cost of
6s. a bushel. So, too, great efforts are heing
made to encourage the growth of wheaf in
Ttaly, Germany and other parts of Europe,
even in the United Kingdom, although it is
recognised that wheat so zrown must be sold
at a price a great deal higher than that at
which the grain could bhe imported. The
reasons for that policy are twofold. In the
main, it is due to the ohsession of fear, of
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dread of the failure of supplies of so essen-
tial a commodity in the cnse of an outhreak
of that war, which is for ever looming on
the horizon. Nor can it he wondered at that
this fear should be ever present when we
remember the experience of England in the
Great War, and the deadly peril confront-
ing her in those days, of her trade routes
being severed by enemy action, trade routes
over which every day the very life of the
people of England depended upon supplies
being carried safely. That peril will be very
mueh intensified in the case of any nations
involved in future wars, because of the de-
velopment of the submarine and more par-
ticularly the development of aerial forees.
Besides the impetus of fear, fo some very
considerable extent, the development of local
production of wheat is attributable to the
desire to gain bargaining power in order
to be able to say to those who are anxious
and desirous to sell their surplus wheat,
“Unless you are prepared to accept payment
in goods, you will stand excluded from our
markets.” That has been a strony faetor in
inducing the nations I am speaking of, to
{urn their attention, as they have done, so
extensively to the development of the
growth of wheat. Sueh is a brief outline of
the developments that have already taken
place in some parts of the outer world.
Onee general applieation is given, in all
parts of the world, to the dogmas that com-
mend themselves to the member for North-
East TFremantle, there is the end to any
chanee of future prosperity for Awustralia
and, more particularly, for Western Australia,
Tf all the world were to embrace the idea
of importing only what it was not possible
to produce locally, utterly regardless of the
eost of local production, what would be the
position of Western Australia?

Mr. Tonkin: Are you in agreement with
the present campaign for the sale of local
products?

Hon. N. KEENAN: T will deal with that
phase in a moment, if the hon. member will
bear with me. I am pointing out fo the
Committee that the main sources of our
national wealth are wool and wheat, and
our loeal requirements in wool are satisfied
by less than one per cent. of the total anmal
clip, and ovr loeal requirements of wheat
are satisfied by less than ten per cenf. of
the aunual ecrop. Tt is not possible to sell
a single pound of wool or a bushel of wheat
to the people in the BEastern States, for the

[ASSEMBLY.]

simple reason that they too produce wmore
than they require. TUnless, therefore, we
can find purchasers in the outerworld for
99 per cent. of our wool and 90 per cent.
of our wheat, those two industries are abso-
lutely rertaiv tu perish; and if they perish,
there will be n Fremantle, no Perth, nor
indeed any place at all of any worth or
consideration in Western Australia. There-
fore, development on any world-wide scale
of this idea of axtreme nationalism spells
utter ruin for us. We should he the very
last to lend our ecuntenance to any such
policy.  On the contrary, our voices should
always e vaised to support those who wish
to break down the high taviffs that ave te-
day strangling civilisation. Within the very
narrow limits of producing within Western
Australia what the high tariff policy of Ans-
tralia makes it profitable to produce in
Australia; within the limits of prodeeing in
Western Australia what we are in just as
goad a position to produce as are those pro-
ducing them in the Kastern Stafes. I find
myself in full aceord with the policy to whick
the Minister for Industries, following the
Jead of the previous Government, has given
prominence: and T commend him for his
efforts in that regard. But that is merely
to state that we should at least attempt to
palliate the evil of high protective tariffs,
so long as thev are imposed on us, hy every
raethnd and power we possess. It has often
been said, and truly said, that Western
Australia suffers alike the disabilitics of
high protection and the disabilities of free
trade. High protection inereases the cost
of production of those exports of her
primary industries on which Western Ans-
tralia depends, and estranges the markets
in which those products must be sold. On
the other band, free trade leaves all our
seeondary industries open to the fierce com-
petition of the highly developed secondary
industries in the Fastern States. Intense
nationalism ig a roinous policy for Australia
us a whole, still for Australin as a whole it
has some redeeming and compensating fea-
tures; hut for Western Australia, it is
merely a ruinons poliey without any re-
deeming feature whatever.

Mr. Tonkin: If you push the loeal pro-
duets eampaign, it means that vou want
your own products in preference to im-
ported lines.

Ton. X. KEENAN: T do not quite follow
the meaning of the interjectien, but T think
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T made it cleay that so long as a high taviff
is enforced by the Conunonwealth, and so
long as the existing state of affairs must
continue, let us at least palliate it to any
extent we can by manufacturing here in
Western Australia what that high tariff
makes it impossible to import, and therefore
makes it necessary to manufacture in Ans-
tralia. A high tariff is meant, to increase
the output of secondary industries, and if 1
were o citizen of Melbowrne or of Sydney
instead of a citizen of Perth, | might be a
high tariffist; but a high tarift is absolutely
inimical to the development of Western Aus-
tralia, and if for no other reason—although
there are many other reasons—I am strongly
opiposed to a high taniff,

My, Tonkin: You adopi the religion of
the Sfate vou were born in.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That does not quite
follow, for the hon member might have been
born in a Christian country without being a
Chiristian. Now I propose to consider the
Tieasurer’s statement. Tet me say at once
that no ecriticism whatever can be made of
the details set out in that statement dealing
with revenne and expenditure for 1932-33,
that is to say, for the vear that ended on the
30th June last. In accordance with prece-
dent, almost every matter which could he
made a subject of infuiry has been lueidly
set forth; ner is the tale told by the figures
one without a lesson to he appreciated and
to be remembered. The estinated revenue
was 8,417,577, and the actual revemue col-
lected was £6,332,153. When it is borne in
mind that the financial emergency tax did
not vealhise the figure that was estimated at
ithe time the Fstimates were framed, privei-
pally because of delay in its ineidence, this
forecast is wonderfully acewmate. On  the
other hand. the estimated expenditure was
£3.181,243. and the actual expenditure was
£9.196,234, showing an excess of £15,000, or
only one-sixth of 1 per cent. of the estimate,
A sum zo =mall as not in any way fo impugn
the aceuracy of the forecast. That result
was achieved only by the exercise of rigid
cronomy in every avenue of expenditure, a
policy which, however necessary, was not
citlenlated  in any wav to  foster the
popularity of the Govermment that carried
it out. If any choice of poliecy had heen
open to that Government, the unpopularity
witich fell on their shoulders might have
heen well deserved. There are many who
meach the gospel that the true way out of
the depression is for Governments and in-
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dividualg alike to spend freely, whether the
money they spend be money they take out
of their purse or mouecy which they have
borrowed for the occasion. 1t is said, let us
inerease the spending power of the eommu-
nity at Jarge, and so enable the products of
industry to be purchased and used and not
lie retting in the factories or on the shelves
of the store rooms. Like many other doe-
trines, this doctrine presents a magnificent
superticial appeal, but on c¢loser examina-
tion it will be found to be based on serious
error. Governments, if empowered to do so,
can, by borrowing—or, as the member for
Claremont, 1 suppose, would prefer to
deseribe i, by ereating credit—hbring into
existenee a state of affairs in whieh the com-
nunity at large would stand possessed of a
much ingreased volume of so-called money,
and this would, in consequence, bring into
existence a large inereased spending power.
But there is a vital difference, and I ask
members to address themselves to the point
that there s a vital difference between
spending power aud purchasing power. 1
am aware that the member for Northam, who
addressed a very thoughtful speech to the
Chamber last week, does not, perhaps, agree
with that propoesition, nor vet will; the one
I am about to put to the House; that is,
that nothing is mwre eertain than that the
pursuit of a peliex of ecreating credit or
borrowing for the purpose of enabling a
Targer amount of so-called money to come
into eirenlation, must Jead to a rapid in-
crease in rebail commaodity prices. 1 propose
to deal with the facl that the wmember for
Novtham challenged that result, and T pro-
pose also to address to him certain reasons
to show that the conclusion he arrived at is
not an accurate one, The hon, memnbe; said
that during the last 3% vears or so, a sum,
in round figures, of £100,000,000 of short-
term loans had heen brought into existence
in Australin; and he said it had not
affected the retail commodity prices. If
one examines the facls, it will be perfectly
clear that the ereation of that intlation—I
agree with the hon. member when he
described it as inflation—did affect the retail
commodity prices.  What are the facts?
This inflation, over the period during which

it was carried on, would amount to
£30,000,000 per vear. On the other hand,
throughout Australia during exaetly the

same period of time, there were considerably
more than 150,000 persons, who had been
in work before the depression struek us,
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thrown out of work as the result of the de-
pression, That in itself amounts to more
than £30,000,000 per annum less spending
power. And in addition there was a further
decline in spending power represented by
£45,000,000 shrinkage in the value of our
exports, and also a shrinkage of £30,000,000
in overseas borrowing which, before this
time had been in vogue yeor in and vear out,
making altogether £75,000,000 decrease in
spending power, and therefore a total
shrinkage in spending powev of £105,000,000.
Unless there were some very strong forees
acting in a contrary direction, it is abso-
lutely certain that that enormous shrinkage
would have brought & colossal eoliapse in
retail prices; it is absolutely ecertain that
a shrinkage of £105,000,000 per annum in
Australia would have produced a colossal
collapse in commaodity prices unless some
very strong forces were acting in the con-
trary direction. The fact that inflation to the
extent of less than one-third of this shrink-
age maintained nominal prices—at par, in
most cases—demonstrates its immense influ-
ence on retail commodity prices. Therefore
I think it eannot be a proposition of any
donbt that if borrowing or ereating eredit
is indulged in as a poliey, it is absolutely
certain it will lead to a vapid increase in
retail ecommodity prices, and, in effect, in
the long run, if such a policy is carried to
an extreme limit, the result would be that
the community at large would stand posses-
sed of enormous spending power in terms
of curreney, and of litfle or no purchasing
power in terms of goods or commodities.
Now, as in all other human affairs, so too
in the case of this great problem, it may
well he that the path of true safety and pro-
vress fowards recreating normal eonditions
lies in a middle eourse. A poliey of rigid
ceonomy, of paring down expenditure to
the very hone, cannot but produce a thou-
sand reaetions and repercussions and inten-
sify the very evil it sets out to cure. At the
very best it only stops the drift towards in-
solvency and does not constitute any step
forward on the path to recovery. That is
the view 1 have always held of the plan,
which was devised by a committee of ceono-
mists and experts and the Under Treasurers
of all the States, and which was presented
by Mr. Seallin and JMr. Theodore to the fin-
ancial conference of the Commonwealth and
e States in 1931. ‘That plan has suffered
under the misnemer of Premiers’ Plan, and
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it soffers under that misnomer to-day, al-
though all that the Premiers did was to
aceept if. Nor was there any possible choice
about their acceptance. If they had not
aceepted it, they would have heen put in a
position of impossibility as regards finanee,
as Mr. Lang found to his cost and bitter ex-
perience, So this State, in eommon with all
other States, accepted the plan, and having
uceepted it, the late Government, at what-
ever cost it involved to them, loyally carried
it ont. T have no doubt thai the present
Government will do likewise. It may and, in
my opinion, must be coneeded that the plan
saved Australia from bankruptey, but that
in no way relieves the plan from its inherent
defect. Tt was concerned only with eeonomy.

Mr. Hawke: It was only half a plan.

Hon. N. KEENAN: In no way did it
tackle the problem of reconstruetion, Vet
the problem of reconstruetion, as much of
halaneed Budgets, is the problem at our
door, and even meore so since nothing will
lend itself more to bring about normal in-
dustrial conditions. Tt is the end of recon-
struction to bring about normal industrial
eonditions, and to that we should direet our
thoughts. That end we should seek fo
achieve by every effort within our power and
with all the energy at our command, and yet
not one word is to be found in the Bndget
statement of any policy to be pursued m
order to attain that end.

Member: Because of the Premiers’ Plan,

Hon. N. KEENAN: I have no desire to
take up the time of the Committee by
attempting to elahorate the policy that musi
he purswed to attain that end, but T may
point out that our problem is not merely a
local problem. The pelicy to be adopted in-
volves not merely the reconstruction of nor-
mal conditions in Western Australia, or even
in Australia as a whole; we must also co-
ordinate our efforts with some scheme to
bring into existence normal condifions in
those parts of the world to which we look
for our markets. What use would it be to
restore normal conditions in Australia if it
ended there9 We have to look for markets
heyond Australia, and therefore we must co-
ordinate any scheme that we embrace for the
purpose with the scheme that will prodace
normal conditions in those places to which
we look for our markets.

Mr, Tonkin interjected.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If the hon. member
will listen until I bave submitted the matter
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I desire to place hefore members, it will he
clearer.

Mr. Wise: Would secession help us in that
regard?

Hon. N. KEENAX: T do not propose to
be diverted into a discusston on secession.
I wish to put certain matters hefore mem-
bers for their consideration. 1 have pointed
out that normal conditions must be produneed,
not only in Western Australia, and not only
in Australia, but beyond Australia hefore
we reach a position of safety. Therefore we
must co-ordinate any scheme we evolve for
the purpose in order to arrive at the result.
The vital necessity for united action within
and without Anstralia has been and, aé the
moment, is being dealt with by a sinall eom-
mittee in Western Australin of which I hap-
pen to be a member. The committee, how-
ever, are possessed of no authority or power,
They do not even possess any adequate op-
portunity to educaie public opinion. It is
essentially the duty of the Government to
take the lead in this matter and point out
the path we should fallow, but that duty has
been entirely and absolutely ignored by the
present Government. For a moment I desive
to revert to & consideration of the Treasurer’s
statement, and to deal with the Estimates for
the present financial vear. Again there can
be no eomplaint that the various matters
have not been lueidly set forth, but it might
well be that some of the estimates of anti-
cipated revenue are unduly optimistie. For
instance, there is a modest inerease in land
tax of £4,087. On what that is based it is
diffienlt to svrmise, nnless it be that some
bad debts are expeeted to he colleeted this
vear. If that is so, I consider the Treasurer
is indulging in optinism of a character that
will lead him astray. The totalisator duty
iz expected to show an inerease of £2,709.
Again it is difficult to surmise on what that
estimate is based, unless it be on the redue-
tion of prices charged for admission to some
of the racccourses. The Treasurer may pos-
sibly anticipate a larger amount of sueceess
on that account, but that does not apply by
any means to all the racecourses. Nor las
it been established to any extent in the case
of racecourses that have reduced their
charges.

The Premier: It has on the goldfields.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The goldfields are
booming; they are the oniy place that is
booming. I ean eonceive that the Treasurer
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poszibly intends to institute an intense police
drive to put an end to the betting shops, and
to foree people to resort to the racecourses
if they want to bet. 1 contess that the Aus.
tralinn—and I an an MAustralian by adop-
tion-—does want to het occasionally. It
people wish to exereise their desire in that
direction, thev should do so through the
totulisator.

The Premier: We colleet more through
fines than through the totalisator.

Hon. N, KEENAN: That is so.  The
fines inflicted in the poliee court would also
augment ihe revenue. The Treasurer also
anticipates an increase of £3,453 in stamp
duties. Stamp duties form a very reliable
harometer of business activity, but I know
of no signs of such an increased activity in
business a5 would warrant the hope that the
stamp duties will inevease by thal amount
this year.

The Premier: Yes, there are signs.

The Minister for Mines: A good deal of
revenute will he received from the transfer of
mining properties.

Hon, N. KEENAN: T am glad to hear
that, but oufside the goldfields, there is no
reason to helieve that any increase will be
realised. Next I propose to deal with an
expected inerease of £8,005 in probate duty.
This is simply a gamble on the occurrence
of death, and I should like the Treasuver
to tell me—

The Premier: We have taken note of the
ages of several wealthy men.

Hon, N. KEENAN: T should like the
Premicr to tell me what citizens he has in
his mind’s eve who are due for removal
elsewhere.

Mr. Latham: If be did, they might con-
sider inereasing the insurance policies on
their lives.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Untess the gamble
comes right, the reveuue cannot come right,
1f those citizens persist in staying here when
they should remove themselves to another
sphere, the revenue will net receive the bene-
fit expected.

The Premier: We hope for the best or
the worst; T do not know which way to put
it.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I should say it would
be the worst from their point of view, but
the best from the Treasvrer’s point of view.
An increase of £12,549 is expeeted from the
item “Territorial,” and that is said to be
due to the uplift in the timber indusiry,
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I should be very glad to believe that such
an uplift was not only expected but had
arrived.

The Premier: As a matter of fact it bas
arrived, Tt is greater than for the same
period of last year,

Hon. N. KEENAN: Next we find the
Treagurer anticipates an increase in the
revenne from the law courts of £2,805. 1T
can speak authoritatively on this matter,
and ean say that without question it is
opposed to the current volume of business
in the courts. There is not enough business
at the moment to keep the three judges
going. Members are aware that the Rench
ir short of one judge—there are only three
iudges instead of four—and there is not
enough husiness to keep the three judges
going.

The Minister for Employment: There
scems to be a spirit of contentment abroad
that renders their services less necessary.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I am dealing with
revenue, and with nothing else. T know of
no justification for forecasting an inerease
of revenue from the law courts.

Mr. Hawke: What about retrenching the
Chief Jnstice?

Hon. X. KEENAN: That_ could not be
done except hy a resolution of both Houses,
and I do not think there would be any justi-
fication for it. It may be that the Treasurer
anticipates a lot of betting prosecutions, and
that substantial fines will be inflicted and
paid. From his point of view it is not im-
portant to have fines inflicted unless they
are paid.

The Premier: Fines of that deseription
are always paid.

Hon. N. KEEXAN: As members know.
we are celebrating a number of centenaries
this year, and maybe the Treasurer is ex-
pecting many breaches of the liquor law
arising from the eelebrations. The fines for
suich breaches may in some measure add fo
the income he is hoping to get from the law
courts. A large increase is expeected from
harbours, and that means ffom one harbour.
namely, Fremantle. Possibly it the very
strong case made out by .the member for
Gascovne bears fruit, it will bave a serious
effect on this anticipated increase of £20,905.
Apart altogether from any consideration of
the case made ont by the member for Gas-
covne, the inerease is entirely dependent
upon the continned imposition of the war-
time sartax, and that imposition is a most

[ASSEMBLY.

difficult one to defend. I am aware that all
Governments in turn have defended it.
When for a short period I was in charge of
the barbour, I suggested to the Treasurer
that the time was ripe to consider some
modification of the imposition if not the
abandonment of such an anomaly, but the
Treasurer was not in a position to consider
it. I suppose the same thing applies to-
day. Even if that be so, it is no real excuse
or defence. It is anomalous that the har-
hour should be used, not merely for the
purpose of receiving enough revenue to
maintain the harbour and works in proper
order and to provide interest and sinking
fund on the eapital expenditure, buf also
to supplement general revenue. It is no
novelty; it has been done for years past,
but nevertheless it is indefensible.

Mzr. Latham: You know that most of the
revenue is collected from overseas shipa.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It must be remem-
bered that the charges made by the Fre-
mantle harbour are said to be the highest in
Australia, That is not a good advertisement
for the State. That will not induee eapital
to come here, or bring new visitors to our
port. I know the difficulties of the situwa-
tion, but I feel that if it were possible one
of the best steps for any Government to take
would be to abolish the war-time surtax, or
at any rate materially reduce it. It is anti-
cipated that the rallways will show an in-
crease of £79,000. On what that is based
it is difficult {o swrmise. If may be that
legislation is centemplated that will further
eurtail the competition of the motor lomy
and the motor bus with the railways; or it
may be that the Government are possessed
of the intention to follow the lead of the pre-
sent Vietorian Government, and use loan
moneys to eover expenditure whieh should
properly be met out of revenue. Tramways
and Electricity Supply are expected to show
an inereased profit of £14,000. In the case
nf the tramways, unless the new irolley
buses bring about an entirely new view on
the part of the publie, their popularity may
he said to bave gone, at any rate whevever
they are in competition with the motor bus
traffie. In the case of eleetricity, I admit
with great pleasure that there is legitimate
ground for anticipating a large expansion
in the receipts from that supply. Electrie
power is heing used every day more and
more. Unfortunately, netwithstanding the
reassaring answer given by the Minister,
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there is a profound belief that the electrie
power supply plaot is earrying on without
any reserve, There is a great danger, there-
fore, that if a breakdown takes place, the
resultant loss fo revenue will he consider-
ahle,

Mr. Cross: What did your Government
do when they were in power?

Hon. N, KEENAN: I did nol happen
te be dealing with that partiealar matter.
An increase of £3,000 oddis put down under
the head of public batteries, That appears
to be more than justified. On the whole I
should say it was a very moderate estimate,
considering the increased nse to which the
public battery system is put. On the other
hand. there is an anticipated increase in
expenditure from revenue of £93,633, r+ the
result of increased interest on loans. It is
important to understand that this is not
brought about by reason of any increaze in
the rate of interest, or any increased rate
of exchange, but merely on account of our
increased indebtedness. It eomes from bor-
rowing, as we are this year doing, 3% mil-
lion pounds, representing an additional in-
terest payment per annum of £140,000. This
493,633 represents part provision for that
interest, allowing for other advantages we
have gained by the conversion of loans in
London. The last item I wish te comment
upon is the anticipated fall in income taxa-
tion of £9,000. All taxation is based on the
vear preceding the year of assessment. The
taxation that will be received under the head-
ing of ineome tax during the present finan-
cial year is based on last yemr's incomes. 1
venture to say, having the knowledge we all
have all last year’s income, we arve likely to
have a shrinkage of far more than the anti-
cipaied £9,000. That is all T desire to say
on any of the items eontained in the Esti-
mates. The statement submitted by the
Treasurer is in no way open fo cribicism as
an historieal document of what transpired
during the financial year 1932-33, or, in
other words, with regard to the year that
closed on the 30th June last. Tt is open
only to very mild criticisma as a prophetic
utterance for the year we are at present
~ passing through, Where, however, from end
to end of that statement, are we to gather
uny policy that the Government point out
to the citizens of the State it is necessary to
follow in order thab we may emnerge suceess-
fully from our present dangers and difli-
eulties?
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Hon. W. D. Joelmson: We get that from
the Loan Council.

Houn, N. KEENAN: Is the borrowing, in-
cluding the antieipated Budget deficit of
31, millions, held out as likely to lead us
to safety and out of our present dangers?
ls it suggested there will not be an insistent
demand mext vear to Lborrow the same
amount, if not a larger amount? Is it sug-
wested that with any prospect of safety; we
can wo on borrowing these huge sums year
alter vear? At the moment the per capita
tidleblediness of Western Australia is by
tar the highest of any State in the Com-
monwealth.

The 1ramier: That is not eomparable at
ull.

Hon. X. KEENAX: It is only comparahle
from the point of view of horrowing,

The Premier: No. You ecannot compare
the per eapita indebtedness of this State with
that of any other State. 1t is net fair te
do so.

Hon, N. KEENAN: We are adding £0
per head of the population te our per eapita
debt hy the borrowing we are indulging in
this year. Unless there is some definite end
in view, which it is reasonuble to hope we
e reach before our resourees are exhausted,
all this burrowing must drag us down. We
must have before us some delinite end in
view, which, it is reasonable to hope, we
shall be able lo reach before that time comes:
otherwise that expenditure would represent
nmoney thrown away.

Alr. Needham: What is the remedy?

Hon. N. KEENAXN: | should be obliged
il" the hon, mwmber would fimd » remedy {or
him=eif,

Mr. Needham: That 1s no answer.

Hon. N. KEENAN: [ must ask members
o follow what | believe is a logical state-
ment. |t is logieal to assume that unless we
have some definile end in view, whieh it is
reasonalie to hope we can reach hefore we
have exhausted all our resources, this ex-
pendilure must be thrown away, and must
for an absolute certainty drag us down.
What is that end in view? One would ex-
pect to find it in the Budget specch of the
Premier, set out in plain terms. One would
expeet to find such a statement as justifiea-
tion for the expenditure it is now proposed
to incur, as the only justification Ffor that
expenditure.  Aml yet there is not one single
hint of i#t. We are drifting on the tide of
cireumstanee. 1 am not comparing the
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present Government with the previous one
in that respect. 1 said exaetly the same of
the last (Government, and very properly
said it.

The Premier: The whole world is drifting
on the tide of eireumstance.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Not the whole world.
Parts of the world are aiming at definite
results,

Mr, Needham: The United States of Ame-
riea, for instance.

Hon. N. KEENAN: America has a defin-
ite result in view, so has Great Britain, so
has France, so has Hitler in Germany, and
s0, evenl has Russin. But what have we got?
We are simply drifting on the tide of eir-
cumstanee. 1t is impossible for one swallow
to make a summer.

Mr, Hawke: Summer makes swallows.

Hon. N. KEENAN: This is not a matter
for mere badinage. Beyond any question
of fact, we are merly drifting, passing along
from day to day on the eurrent of time and
the tide of cireumstance. Tt therefore he-
comes almost farcical to attempt to criticise
the Budget, Of what use is it to do so, if
we are merely going along without any voli-
tion on our part, without knowing where we
are heading and what point we shall ulti-
mately reach? It may have been noticed
that there has heen a very small and limited
range of diseussion on the Budget, and yet
every member of the House, even that mem-
ber who addresses himself most lightly to
the matter, knows that despite the favonr-
able ontlook from the point of view of the
wool market, we are standing on the very
verge of a preeipice. Unless steps be taken
to safeguard at onee the wheat-growing in-
dustry, it is certain in the immediate future
to suffer a terrible collapse. Of all our in-
dutries that is the one with which the for-
tunes of Western Australia are most closely
interwoven, so elosely that the two are in-
separable. If the wheat-growing industry
were to suffer a huge and terrible collapse,
this State musi suffer the same collapse. All
the time we are standing still and doing no-
thing our strength and endurance are cbbh-
ing away every day and every hour. As
time goes on we are hecoming less and less
eapable of standing the strain. Although I
have adumbrated a policy to be pursued as
a means of finding some clear road out of
our diffienlties, T would point out it is not
the duty of the Oppaosition to define a policy.
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The Premier: It never has been and never
will be.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That is so. It is
obvions that, without some direection of
affairs, it is absurd to define a poliey, and
that there would be no possible opportunity
of giving any practical effect to one. It
may be said in extenuation, not as a defence,
of the failure of the Government to give the
necessary lead on a matter of importance to
the citizens of the State, that with the @los-
sal disproportion that exists hetween the ex-
penditure which is cast upon the shoulders
of all State Governments and the limited area
given them in which to raise taxation, the
problem is one of extreme diffieulty. Whilst
the Commonwealth struts on the stage as a
genevous henefactor and throws some of its
surplns here and some of its surplus there,
in many instanees irrespective of merit, the
States at the same time are unquestion-
ably marching straight into bankruptey.
May I point out one illustration of the dif-
ference hetween the so-called generosity of
the Commonwealth, arising from its having
monopolised the sources of revenue, and the
poverty of the States. Some Commonwealth
employees are notoriously paid at mueh
higher vates than the State ecan afford to
pay its servants for exactly the same work.

The Premier: All of them.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Yet the reduction
made in the remuncration of these Common-
wealth employees, due to the enforcement
of financial emergency measures, is to be re-
stored, whilst their fellows in the State ser-
vice are to remain at that poverty point
which is all, on the face of it, the State can
afford.

Mr, Latham: Is that statement right as
to all the Commonwealth employees?

Hon. N. KEENAN: Not alf; some of
them. The Commonwealth is restoring paré
of the emergeney. cut, and the comparison I
have made holds good. There must be an
end to that state of affairs. It is impossible
to imagine that it counld continue withont
some grave disorder in the publie service.
What is to be the end? Surely the people
of this State are entitled to kpow what the
end is to be as their Government conceive
it. Here we are with these things facing us,
and yet we have no idea, from any declara-
tion that the Government have made publig,
what is the end whieh the Government see
must come to this state of affairs. The pre-
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sent position throughout Australia is this:
The total annual income of Australia is ¢om-
puted at £400,000,000, since the depression
struck Australia. The Commonwealth and
State Governments requirve nearly £200,000,-
000, or almost one-half of the total income,
to meet their requirements. Hon. members
may be interested to know from what sourec
I obtained those figures. In February, 1931,
the Loan Couneil appointed a commiitee for
the purpose of inquiring into the annual ex-
penditure of the Commonwealth and all the
States which had to be met out of revenne.
The eommittee reported in 1931 to the Loan
Counetl. That report showed the Common-
wealth figures of expenditure which had to
be met out of revenue at 67.3 million pounds,
and the Llotal fignre for all the States at
128.2 million pounds, making a grand total
of 195.5 million pounds. To that has to
be added a million every year for increased
interest on the 30 millions which are ndded
every year to the Austrnlian debt. Thus we
arrive at a figure of £199,000,000 required
to meet the expenditure of the Common-
wealth and the States which should be de-
frayed out of revenue.

The Premier: We are not spending 30
millions a year now.

Hon. N, KEENAN: 1 shall explain that
in a moment. The grand total, as T have
stated, is verv nearly half of Australia’s
entire wealth production of £400,000,000 a
year. To that eolossal burden has to be
added the further burden of local rates and
taxes. If out of every pound the average
Australian citizen earns, the Commonwealth
and the State Governments took all that is
necessary to pay all their requircments out
of revenue, it is doubtful whether he would
have 8s. of every pound he earns left in his
pocket. He has had a good deal more left,
I confess, but only because Giovernments do
not take what it is nceessary for them io
take to pay out of revenue for so much of
their expenditure as should be paid out of
revenue, only because (Governments make up
the difference hy deficits and by loans. And
so it is that in very truth all of us are liv-
ing on deficits or loans. Such a state of
affairs eannot possibly continue indefinitely.
There must be an end some day or other.
And what is the end? What end do the
Government hold out to the people of West-
ern Australia is to result from these facts?
That is the all-important question which the
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people of the State want answered. They
do not want to know what memhers of the
Opposition think, They want to know what
those whom they have elected as their leaders
think. They want to know what those leaders
think they are leading them to achieve. Yet
we drift all the time, hoping that we shall
escape perdition. We have no plan to escape
perdition. We merely sit here and hope that
by some means or other we shall escape per-
dition. And so it is. Although there is a
Government in power, there is no course set
to steer the ship of State along.

The Premier: The ship of State is a Com-
monwealth ship, not a Staie ship.

Flon. N. KEENAN: There is no one at the
helm.  No one has cven the wildest notion
where we are drifting.

The Premier: It is a Commonwenlth ship.

Hon. N. WEENAN: it has often been said
that it is the special privilege of the British
race to blunder through everything. That
ix snupposed to be a special dispensation of
Providence in regard to the Anglo-Saxon
plus, of course, the Irish race.

The Premier: And plus the Scotch.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It is supposed to be
a dispensation of Providence that they may
blunder as they will and still, somehow, get
through. But there is no flattering hope
that that belief is warranted to-dax.  Only
too well do T wish that it were warranted.
Non one wishes more than 1 do that in spite
of all pur errors and blunders we should he
vertnin to get through: bhut not for a mement
do I think I would be warranted, or any hon.
memher would be warranted, in cherishing
that hope. We stand posvessed of ne desive
whatever except to serve this State. We
stand possessed of no desire except to say
that which is pleasant te say if it be possible
to sav it honestlv. Tt would he a far more
pleasant task to paint this Budget as what
is ealled a recovery Budget, or something of
that kind; but it would he ahsolutelv and
enfirelv a false deseription.  We wonld,
therefore, he wanting in our duty to the
people of this State and to the members of
this House if we did not lay hefore them
the facts as they appear clear to us. and if
we rid not, within the measure of our ability
and our power, give warning of the dangers
that are ahead and ave ecoming closer and
eloser, and give warning that the time which
is pranted to us to adopt remedial measures
is shortening everv hour.
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HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land) [5.40]: I desire to offer a few com-
ments and personal opinions on the matters
of State finance which are embraced in the
Budget. discussion. Before I sit down I shall
have expressed agreement with the previous
spealer in regard to some matters, Like
him, I wish to express my personal views
us to what is likely to happen as the result
of the general drift of finanece in  Western
Australia and elsewhere, I feel that it is no
use for membhers in these times to eall upon
the Grovernment to set a policy and steer a
eourse. The responsibility, especially ns we
arve fresh from our constituents, is upon all
of us te try to influence the Govermment to
do those things which we told our eonstifu-
ents are desirable for economic reconstruc-
ton. In my opinion, it is no use to call
upon Governments to do things without ex-
pressing one’s views as to what should be
done. T took an enthusiastic interest in the
last general election. Before the election
started, it was perfectly obvious that there
was to be a change of Government, that the
people had tired of the administration of
the previous Government and were looking
forward to a mew Government with new
ideas and a new poliey. As far as my eon-
stituency was concemed, I entered iuto the
elechion with a great deal of enthusiasm for
what T thought were measures of reform.
[ declared that the new Parlinment would
he n reform Parlinment, that it wounld be a
PParliament which would tackle the sitnation
in sueh o way as to make things better
within our State from an economic point
of view. Hon. members have known me
long enough te be aware that that which I
preich in my electorate 1 try to praetice in
this Chamber. In point of faet, the con-
stitueney which I represent is a most exact-
ing constitnency in that regard. One has
ta proclaim one’s ideas definitely, and then
live up to them here, if one is to have poli-
tical peace so far as my constituency ig con-
ecrned. Naturally, one cannot begin a dis-
cussion of the Budget without referring, ns
member after member has referred, to ceo-
nomic conditions in  Australia, and the
effeet of the administration of other parts
of Australin upon the affairs of this State
In reviewing those matters I must take my
hat off to Sir Otto Niemeyer on what he has
accomplished in the way of laying the foun-
dation of a new economic poliev for Aus-
tralia. That gentleman came to Australia
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with fixed and definite views. The views he
held and the ambitions he enterfained fitted
in largely with the views and ambitions of
the vested interests of Australia, and espe-
cially that portion of them which bad been
represented for some time in the Common-
wealth Parliament by the Bruce-Page com-
hination, 1t was, 1 think, abundantly elear
to any student that Sir Otto Niemeyer was
zoing to use the depression and the difficul-
ties of Australin as a means of redistribut-
ing the wealth of Australia. He aecom-
plished  that  wenderfully  well, The
Premiers’ Plan, which has been referved to
by various speakers, though the name may
be n misnomer, was part and parcel of the
foundation of reform nas desired by that
visitor, The sad side of it is that the Labonr
party were scared by his utterances, by his
antieipations of what would happen unless
reconstruction took place.  Unfortunately
for Australia the Labour Party did not fest
the question out, but rather succumbed to
the scare which had been created, and had
recourse to reconstruction on a basis which
has not resulted as one wounld wish.
It is quite clear that under the Premiers’
Plan and under the policy outlined and
advocated by Sir Otto Niemeyer, the States
have become impoverished while the Com-
monwealth has become afluent. Graunally
and czurely the States’ activities bave liren
reduced, and the States’ policies have been
framed and directed by outside sources.
With all that money in hand, the Common-
wealth has distributed it in a manner that
will satisfy only their partieular supporters.
The present Federal Government bave dis-
tributed a large amount for the relief of
property owners their policy will henefit
solely one section of the community and
will not to any extent assist those from
whom all this surplus wealth has been taken.
The workers of Australia have made this
sacrifice. The old age pensioners have con-
tributed their quota, but a reeent agitation
is ecompelling the Federal authorities to give
some consideration to those who have suf-

fered under the reconstruction. While
a lot has heen said in that regard,
it would appear that only very little

is to be returned to those who need it most;
the greatest relief is to be given to vested
interests. All this is part and pareel of the
policy laid down by that finaneial man who
was brought herc from the Bank of Eng-
land.
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Mr, J. MaeCallwn Smith: Who invited
bim?

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: He was invited
by the Bruce-Page combination, and he
arrived here at a period when tbe Labour
Government were in office,

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: You are think-
ing of the Big Four.

Hon. W. D. JOENSON: The Big Four
were purely the advanee guard. They laid
the foundation of what afterwards took
place.  Sir Otto Niemeyer came in at a
period when he was able to consolidate what
the Big Four had prepared, and what they
had led the people to believe was essential.
As I say, we arrive at the position to-day
that, as a result of a comhination of eir-
cumstances organised by the Federal Gov-
ernment, we are suffering from the recon-
struction of the economie foundation that
previously existed in Australia. To-day, in-
stead of the wealth being distributed on
a basis to give general satisfaction to Ans-
tralian sentiment, we bave poverty largely
extended amongst one section of the com-
munity and affluence placated under the so-
called recovery Budget. TProperty to-day is
io be relieved of taxation, though not the
property of the farmers nor that of the pro-
ducers, but the city property held by vested
interests, the wealthy people of Austmalia.
They are the people who are to receive re-
lief in the greatest measure. We know that
previously Australia, because of the more
even distribution of its wealth, was a men-
ace to other parts of the world. There is
ro doubt that our distribution of wealth was
on such a basis that made us to a great
extent the envy of the workers in other parts
of the world, and partienlarly in other parts
of the British Dominions. As the basis of
distribution in Australia was organised to
give satisfaction to the workers, it caused
grave roneern to vested interests. There
has been an agitation from outside Amns-
tralia earried on by those who disagree with
cur social services, and by a combination of
forees outside and inside Australia as well.
we have arrived at a position when vested
interests have become placated and the
workers are groaning and suffering, and it
is questionable now whether others ean con.
tribute much towards the relief of those who
are suffering. The member for Nedlands
had a good deal to say ahout the State's
position. It has to be borne in mind, how-
ever, that the State deliberately placed it-
self in the position it now oecupies. The
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Financial Agreement of the Bruce-Page
combination was adopted by the Premiers’
Conference in 1928; it was submitted to the
people and endorsed by a large majority of
the electors of Western Australia. This
agreement definitely altered the economic
administration of the State. As soon as the
ugreement was adopied there was reform of
a character that strengthened the central
administration ond proportionately reduced
the powers of the State to control its debts.
The Financial Agreement, of course, gave
a great measure of control to the Common-
wealth, and, just as the Commonwealth
assumed that greater control, the State lost
the possibility of doing a lot that the mem-
ber for Nedlands expecis. The hon. member
asked that the Government should announce
a policy. What is the use of calling upon
the Government of Western Australia lo
outline a poliey for perhaps the period of
a Parliament when the Loan Couneil is
calling the tune? What the hon. mem-
ber asks could perhaps he done for =z
part of one session, or perhaps for the
period covered by a session. We have to go
to the Loan Council for our authorily to
continue on the lines under which the State
has been working sinece the signing of the
Financial Agreement, and in faet even be-
fore that agrecment was signed. Before the
agreement eame into existence, our debt per
head of the populaiion was half what it is
at present. Of course there are extenunating
circumstances and the State is perhaps in
a hetter position as compared with the other
States in regard to its Loan indebtedness
and its per capita debt. We in this State
are carrying on aetivities covered by Loan
expenditnre which mean that the Loan in-
debtedness must be added to that of the other
States before we can compare our position
with that of the other States. We have
dome a tremendous lot of development and
horrowed a greaft deal of money when money
was dear. We horrowed at high rates of
interest, with the result that our revenuc
bas heen taxed enormousiy to meet that in-
terest and provide sinking fund. This has
been a great burden to the State, ever since
the agreement was signed. We have to appre-
ciate the fact that to-day the possibility of
the State declaring a policy for the period
of the session has gone, We must get back
to normal conditions—and they ave a long
way off—before we can start talking about
what we are going to do during the next one
or two years. To-day we are really working,



1398

not on an annual allowanee, not on an an-
nual Budget, but on what might be said to
be a monthly Budget. The Estimates we
are considering to-day are not REstimates
that will outline to Parlianment what will be
the actual position during the whole of the
vear, because the Loan Council meets and
varies its poliey in proportion, I take it, to
the value of money and the financial out-
look of the various States. Fortunately the
outlook is bright. 1 agree with the hon.
member with regavd to the wheat position.
I refer to that now because I do not pro-
pose to dwell upan it to any extent. Most
members are aware that for many years I
have taken more than an ordinary interest
in wheat-growing and wheat marketing, and
I Dhelieve that the position at the present
time is so delicate that we must leave the
handling of the subject to those who are
negotfinting for an improvement, But the
position is that the outleok, apart from
wheat, has brightened. We can only hope
that the wool prices ecan he maintained
during the marketing season of Australin,
which generally runs into aboui January.
If the prices are maintained, the return to
Australia is going to be enormously greater
than that of the previous vear, That will
have its benefit and no doubt will influence
the Loan Council in regard to its atiitude

towards the States, The fact remains,
however, that we in this State as
well as those in the other States
must appreciate that we are on what

might be termed a monthly allowanee,
that we get a month-to-month ailowance to
subsidise the income of the State, and that
the Stales generally are called npon to live
within the monthly hudget. That alters con-
ditions aitogether. Weo used to refer to the
“anmual”? expenditure, and the prosperous
month would moke up for the lean month;
bui that eannot apply to-day. While that
phase has to be taken into consideration, it
is just as well for us to regard the position
squarely, and recognise that we have not to-
day the contrel we once had over the finun-
cial position. We have not sufficient con-
trol to enable us io do what the member for
Nedlands (Hon. N, Keenan) lhas suggested.
When My, Collier or other Premiers go to
the Loan Council, it is not a matier, so far
as I ean see, of those leads of Governments
heing able, or anxious, to reform the policy
that is directing the affairs of the States and
the (Commonwealth fo-day. I think they are
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anxious, but they ave not able to do so. The
poliey thai controls the affairs of State to-
day is that which is determined by the Loan
Couneil. While the Premiers cannot reform
that body, thuy have to go to the Loan Coun-
eil to seeure as liberal a measure of assist-
ance as possible.  The present Premier of
Western Austealin was remarkably snecess-
ful in his efforts when he made his first
visit to the Loan Counecil, after the recent
general elections. He was wonderfully for-
tunate n ereating an impression and seeur-
ing results that we were not justified in anti-
cipating when he left Western Ausiralia.
While that is so, it is now purely a time for
hargaining, in an endeavour to secure from
the Loan Council a measure of support and
consideration for the disahilities of the State.
The Loan Council go exhaustively into the
position of the several States, ascertain their
revenue and review their expenditure. Under
the Premiers’ Plan, the State is ealled npon
to supply monthly a statement not such as
is prepared at the Treasury for the use of
members and the publie, but a special state-
ment required to outline to the officers asso-
ciuted with the Lwvan Council, the financial
position of the State. It ecan be said with
justice that the general control of the finan-
gial position of Anstralia is centralised fo-
day. That is proved by the fact that the
States have to submit their monthly state-
ments to the central authority at Canberra.
The memther tor Nedlands rightly referred
to the increased loan expenditure and the
eonsequent added load of interest.  That
position must cause grave concern to any-
one alive to the welfare of Australia and of
Western Australin, All the Siates have de-
ficits and there iz a growing tendency to
avoid those deficiencies by securing loan
funds and transferring aetivities usually paid
For from revenue to loan expenditure. To-
day, loans are raised and nsed to an increas-
ing extent throughout the Commonwealth for
works that previously were finaneed from
revenue, Those works are not reproductive
in the sense that we are supposed to spend
loan funds only on work that will show a
return covering interest and sinking fund
charges, The most we can expect from the
works that are being undertaken to-day, is
an indirect result that will improve the con-
ditions of the State so as to enable us to
meet the increased interest bill. We know
we cannot do that under present eircum-
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stances, and, vear by vear, there will be de-
ficits on revenue account. There is not Jikely
to be any early economic or financial recov-
ery, if there is to be any snch recovery at
all. The previous Government huilt up a
large increase in the funded deficits and the
present Government will be called upon to
add further amounts, although they cannot
be estimated at this stage. On all that money
we have fo pay interest. The deficits are
funded in short-term loans that now run into
about £90,000,000, and we have no assets to
show for them. Where the interest comes
from year by year, I do not know. That
amount of £9),000,000 continues to be in-
creased, and there is no possibility of any
reduetion as things are at present. It has
to be appreciated that, just as we inerease
our loan expenditure on works that are not
reproductive, so the interest burden will be-
eome such a drain on the Staie’s resources
that we shall net be able to make ends meet,
and it will mean continuing to add to our
short-term loans.  While the member for
Nedlands drew attention to the difficulties of
the present situation, he did oot tell us his
conclusions regarding the future. He did
not indicate where, in his opinton, the pre-
sent policy would end and where we were
drifting. He justly pointed out that
there has been a drift for many years
past, and that the time wnst come when
the drift will stop. 1 believe—probably
the member for Nedlands will disagree
with me—that the drift will cease only
when unification becomes an accomplished
fact. It is perfectly clear to me that
State Administrations, as we know them
to-day, canuot continue to fumction in
Australia, because the economic pressure
involved in the ecreation of more than
£90,000,000 of short-termed loans will he
such that the position of State Governments
will beeome jmpossible. The member for
Nedlands emphasised that fact. He wanted
to know how we could recover frem such a
position and what was going to happen. In
my opinion, we cannot recover. It haz gone
too far for any such result. 1t has gone too
far, because under the Financial Agreement,
whieh was endorsed by the people of this
State, we gave the central authority power
to control our financial position. The poliev
pursued by the Federal Government for
vears past has been gradually but surely to
oxtend their powers and proportionately to
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decrease the authority of the States. The
Commonwealth has the States now in the
position it desired. The ¥inancal Agree-
ment was the greatest faetor in securing
that end. Fortunately I opposed the Finan-
cial Agreement, and that is why I can speak
so definitely about it. Tu the course of the
debate i this House, [ pointed out what
would be the result, that unification would be
inevitable and that in giving the Federal
Government power {o contrel the finances of
the State, we had extended a definite invita-
tion to go nhead and do those things that the
Bruce-Page Governmeni did to such an
enormous extent.  That Federad Government
represented the pgreatest unifying force we
have ever had in the Commonwealth, and
they contributed largely to the impoverish-
ment of the States and to the Limitation of
the Btates’ powers and authorities. Presently
T will ask members what we are here for.
While we have been jmpoverished, our activi-
ties limited, and our control over our own
affairs rveduced, the Federal Government
have gone ahead and flourished. That has
become the inevitable trend since the Finan-
cial Agreement was entered into in 1928, and
it has been contributed to by the forces I
have already referred to. During the elec-
tion campaign, and in the course of speeches
in this House prior to that election, [ pointed
out that we have to-day a ome-sided form of
unifieation. Our revenue is controlied from
without. We are directed as to how we shall
levy taxes. I do not say that that applies
to every detail, but there is an outside influ-
ence that directy the faxing methods of the
State Governments. While outsiders inter-
fere with our revenue and its distribntion
and exercise control over our expenditure,
our position will be increasingly impossible,
The member for Northam (Mr. Hawke) re-
ferred to the expenditure on the varions
State activities. Those aetivities are gradu-
aily but suvely being reduced hecanse the
State cannot any longer earry the burden
of administering them, largely because so
much of the necessury money has to be
diverted in other directions. [ am afraid
that the next cut that will he forced upon
us will be In connection with the Education
vote.  In various parts of Australia, in-
cluding this State, propaganda is being in-
dulged in with vegard to the assistance
rendered for education purposes. We are
in grave danger of a large reduction being
forced upon the State becanse of the im-



1400

poverishment of our finanees, to which I
have aiready referred.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Before fea 1
was dealing with what I think is the wlti-
mate destiny of the State as a result of the
Financial Agreement of 1928 and the policy
and direction of the Loan Council. I pointed
out that control of the wealth of the State
is really not under the jurisdiction of the
State to-day, but is influenced by an out-
side power, namely, the Loan Council. The
member for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan)
wants to know what is geing to happen.
There may bhe a donbt as to what is going
to happen to the States, but there 13 no
doubt as to the ambhition and goal of the
Pederal authorities; they are out to extend
their power and control until they get the
States into a position where the economic
‘pressure will compel them to submit. Whai
is the work of memhers of Parliament to-
day? In this State we have 30 members
under these altered conditions, and I ask
what power have we, what work can we do¥
I heard one member eomplain that other
members deal with tiddly-winking things.
But if we do not deal with tiddly-winking
things, we have nothing at all to deal with.
I am fairly active, and T know my time is
oceupied dealing with sustenance workers;
trying to find work for the other fellow, 2
the member for Middle Swan has said. 1
have to deal with pension claims, and child
welfare matters, and I do a certain amount
in connection with probate and simila
things for the purpose of helping those in
distress in my constituency; but as for deal-
ing with big problems, the opportunity ha:
gone, We can, of course, make speeches on
big maiters, but those matters we cannn
control, but ean only express picus opinion:
as to what should be done. We often hear
in this Chamber speeches dealing with
world problems and Federal funetions, and
those speeches lead the people of the State
to believe that the State has some jurisdie-
tion, some right, some powers to deal with
the matters spoken to by a number of mem.
bers. Bul we bave not those powers. We
eannot control conversion and raise loans:
we cannof correct currency and credit, The
days for the exercise of those powers have
gone. The State at one time had such
powers, but to-day we have not got them.
It is all very nice to make speeches about
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those matters, but it is of no practical ben
fit to the State, for we have not power {
put our views into effect. What actuall
takes place? We have to-day a Governmen
und the head of that Government goes reg
larly to Melbourne to attend Premiers’ Cor
fereneces. The Premiers’ Conference sii
and deliberates in regard to the positio
of the various States. The Premiers es
change views with the idea of belping on
another in their administration. Then th
Premiers are transformed into the I.oa
Council, which is the practical directin
foree. The Loan Council outlines what i
thinks should be the State’s poliey. Th
Loan Council doces not direct the actus
administration, but it specifies the amoun
of money that should be available for th
purpose of administration. Only the Loas
Council ean direct in that way. Then th
Premier returns to the State with a know
ledge of his financial position as dictate
and directed by that centralised authority
He meets his Cabinet and reports, and Cabi
net immediately puts into, operation th
poliey that will fit in with the direction re
ceived. This is necessary to-day, becaus
we have fo .work month by month. Th
Government cannot come to this Parliamen
for dirvection, because parliamentary diree
#on lies in the Eastern States, and the direr
tion is that a given amount of money shal
he absorbed month by month. So the aetivi
ties of the State are on a monthly basis
Therefore Cabinet can only function throug!
Ministers, and Ministers to-day are gov
crned by directions from the Loan Couneil
T emphasised this in the early part of th
session with a definite purpose. I raises
a question about the Causeway reclamation
deliberately to draw attention to the fac
that we no longer direet public works. Min
isters alone do that. There was a time wher
the Estimates gave us an opportunity t:
express our views as to the works tha
should be undertaken. Those days are gone
and now the works to be undertaken are
undertaken by Ministers, and all we as mem
bers have to do is to try to get those work:
to employ as many of our constituents a
possible. T am not complaining but, on the
other hand, I am not going to stick
my head in the sand and fail tc
realise where we are. In my constituencs
a big work is going on alt the abatioirs. ]
know nothing whatever of the details of thai
work, have never been consulted. Yet I was
actively associated with the establishment of
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the saleyards and abattoirs, and have never
been very far away from them, and so know
all about them; but although I am member
for the district and this latest activity is
within a short distance of my home, I know
nothing whatever ahout it. What, then, is
the use of asking me what is being done at
Midland Junction, since I do not know?
Again, roads are heing constructed. 1 see
the start of various works, and the first in-
fimation I have of anything being done is
when the men are actually on the job. There
is nothing wrong about that. I am not per-
sonally criticising the Government, but what
I want members to realise is the Govern-
ment’s position. So what is the use of mak-
ing speeches and pretending that we have
the power io do big things, when we can no
longer do big things, and when others have to
do them for us? Xstimates to-day are esti-
mates of expenditure in connection with the
Public Service, mere questions of salary; be-
yond that they do net go. Tt is true, as the
member for Nedlands pointed out, that we
have to estimate our revenue, and that there
may be matter for eriticism in that regard.
Whether or wot it is correctly estimated, 1
do not know. Bui we have had that year
after year, and the Estimates before us are
no different from the Xstimates of other
years. It is purely in regard to expenditure
that Parliament has Jost control. So we have
arrived at the position where, as the result
of the Finanecial Agreement and the Loan
Council, there is no longer room for 80 mem-
bers of Parliament in this State. Unifica-
tion is coming, and the economic pressure,
the growing deficiencies, the short-dated
loans of £90,000,000, will grow until they
overwhelm us. Then the member for Ned-
lands wants to know what is going to bap-
pen! In my opinion the Commonwealth
will have to appreeiate the growing defici-
encies and the impossibility of carrying on,
as the member for Nedlands pointed out.
But the hon. member wants to know what is
going to happen! In my opinion the Federal
authority will call a eonference of represen-
tatives of the States and will negotiate with
the States on the basis of economic recon-
struction.  We are being governed by a
Cabinet, and there is no longer room for 80
members of Parliament to assist that
Cabinet. Therefore economy demands that
upification shall come. In my opinion that
unification will be in the form of an inter-
state commission governing the affairs of
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‘the States on a basis more limited than it is

to-day. But the growing power of the cen-
tral authority will become so0 pronounced
that we shall have to give way. I do not
wish to say that Parliament is altogether
inactive in regard to economy. I am going
to touch upon one that caused me a great
deal of concern. When the depression struck
us, the Lahour Party was in Qpgosition, and
we influenced the oanly definite economy
that I know of since the depression started.
That was when we helped to bhring
about the closing down of Government House
as the residence for g State Governor.
It is true that our opposition did not result
in & vacaney being created, hut when a vae-
ancy occurred, we were so uctive in our op-
position that we demanded that no further
appointment should be made to the office
until Parliainent had been eonsulted. You,
Mr. Chairman, know possibly better than
does any other member how definite that
pledze was and how determined we were to
ensure that there should be no misunder-
standing. We were given the pledge.

Mr. Latham: I do not think it influenced
the Government of the day one bit.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : Perhaps not.

Mr. Latham: We could have made an ap-
pointment and what could you have done?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Reform will
never he obtained hy hiding the weaknesses
of a Government. The general election took
place and, during the election, 1 made the
maximum use of the activities of the party
with which [ am associated. 1 pointed out
what an accomplishment it was that a plank
of the platform to which we were definitely
pledged had becn attained by our aetivity
on the Opposition benches. Though we were
able to get that undertaking when we were
in Opposition, we failed to consolidate it
when we took possession of the Treasury
benches. Instead of Parliament being con-
sulted before the appointment was made, as
had heen promised to Purliament, an ap-
pointment was made.

The Premier: That is not a clear state-
ment of the case. There has been no altera-
tion; this is a substitution of one for another
and no Labour principle is involved.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is where
the Premier and I differ.

The Premier: There is no principle in-
volved. :



1402

Hon. W. ). JOHNSON: To me a very

big principle is involved. Will the Premier
bermit me to interpret my Labour ideals in
my own way?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSOX: I have definite
opinions on this question. It will be no help
to the people I represent if we fail to real-
ise our weaknesses in this regard. 1 wish
to strengthen the party with whieh 1 am
associated. I wish to ensure that our move-
ment is so based and organised that our plat-
form will be put into operation.

The Premier: Our platform has not been
infringed at all.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Let us look at
the facts. When the overseas representative
left our shores we made a definite saving fo
the extent of the salary of £4,000 a year. We
made a saving of ofher expenses connected
with the Governor and Government House.
After the departure of the overseas Cover-
nor, a Lieut.-Governor was appointed—the
Chief Justice—who, I understand, did not
draw any salary. The expense of Govern-
ment House was reduced to a minimum.

The Premier: No lower than it is to-day.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am pleased to
hear that, As to the expenses connected with
Government House, we shall be able fo raise
‘that guestion on the Estimates, because the
item comes under our review, As to the sal-
ary, we cannot deal with that unless we do
s0 on the general discussion. When the over-
seas (Governor left, a saving of £4,000 in
salary was made. The State lost nothing; it
‘was a definite economy, one we had every
right to regard with satisfaction. To-day,
however, we find in the Estimates an amount
for a salary of £4,000 for the Lieut.-Gov-
ernor. Whether that is going to be paid or
not, I do not know, hut so far as we can
judge, the salary is £4,000.

The Premier: Where does that appear in
the Estimates?

Hon. W. D. JOENSON: Under special
Acts.

The Premier: Yes, not in the Estimates.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : That is the point.
This is the only opportupity I have to raise
the question. I can refer to it during the
general debate on the Estimates, but I can-
not deal with the details of expenditure. We
are told that the Lieut.-Governor is paid
under a special Act and the speecial Act,
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according to the Estimates, provides for the
payment of a salary of £4,000,

The Premier: So it did last year.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: Yes; the only
thing is that the amount was put there last
year

The Premier: 1t was not put there; it is
in the Aect.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Well, it was in
the Aet. That shows thab the undertaking
given to Parliament was definite and pro-
nouneed.

Mr. Latham: Provision has to be made
every year for the amount provided by the
special Acts.

Hon. W. D, JOHUNSON: There is some
difference of opinion; I am not going to
argue it. T do not eare whether £4,000 was
on the Fstimafes Jast year.

The Premier: 1t was not and never has
been. How ean it be under a specia]l Act
and on the Fstimates?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: That is the
trouble about the lutest appointment. What
1a the use of quibbling about it? Let us look
at the facts squarely and see whether we
cannot seccure the reform for which we all
stand. 1 know that the amount is not on the
Estimates.

The Premier: You just said it was,

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The Premier is
quibbling. It is on the IEstimates in this
sense, that Parliament cannot reduce the
amount and cannot criticise it. It is on the
Estimates under special Aets, and when the
Estimates are passed, the money is available
for expenditure,

The Premier: It bas always been there.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: But it has not
always been used. I am concerned about the
possibility of its being used this year. We
know that if the whole amount is not used,
some of it will be. Last year none of it was
used; this year some of it will he nsed. I
was proud of the fact that the office of Gov-
ernot bad been abolished for the time heing,
but realising the danger of Governmernt
House being retained for the accommodation
of a Governor, I strongly advocated during
the election that Government House should
be used for other purposes, so that we might
remove for all time the temptation to secnre
another overseas Governor or any other
representative, seeing that such a representa-
tive had proved superfluous to the State’s
nceds. I have to admit to my constituency
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ihat, under a Labour adminisiration, we
failed in that regard.

The Premier: In what regard?

Hon. W. D. JOHXSOX: In that Govern-
ment ITonse to-day is occupied by a Lieut.-
Governor. To my way of thinking there is
no difference between a Lient.-Governor and
a Governor appointed from amongst the
citizens of Australia. What I desired was
economy. Woe have not retained on the plat-
form of our party, year after year, a plank
for the abolition of the office of State Gov-
ernor in the hope of securing a modifieation.
What we wanted was the aholition of the
ollice because, after the introduetion of
Federation, it became superfluons. We all
maintained that a Governor-General was
sufficient for the connection essential under
the present-day administration of the British
Empire, and we say that a Governor-General
having been appointed, it was an under-
standing as part and parecel of the advent of
[Federation that Staie (Governors should go.

Mr. Patrick: No, the States were to retain
their sovereign rights.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We ean retain
our sovereign Tights without having a State
Governor. It was a deflnite nnderstanding,
not only by one party, but by ali parties,
that this was one of the economies that could
be effected. All T wish to emphasise is the
faet that, when we were sitting in Opposi-
fion, we were able fo secure an undertaking
that gave satisfaction, but when we took over
the administration of affairs, we failed to
consolidate our position,

The Premier: It is not so at all,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It may not be
s0 to the Premier; it is so to me and to my
constitnents.

The Premier: 1t is not so in Faet,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: The position is
that an appointment has been made. As to
who made it or how it was made, [ am not
concerned. I worry about it and I am sorry
that the appointment was made, but not on
anconnt of the gentleman selected, T do not
consider the personal aspeet at all. 1 am
eoncerned heeause we preached economy,
Here was a definite measure of economy and
we were unable to take advantage of it. T
appeal to members representing the move-
ment to appreciate this weakness and to
endeavour to do something to prevent a re-
eurrence. Such an appointment is a luxury;
it is superfluovs; it is not wanted.

The Premier: It cannot be aholished. I
could not do it and vou could not do it.
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Mr. Marshall: That is so. Tt is necessary
under the Constitntion. ’

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Constitution
has been amended at various times. Tt is
ooly a question of making up onc’s mind to
try to do those things and they ean be aceom-
plished, The Labour mavement has done a
lot of important things during my lifetime,

The Premier: Will you tell me how you
would abolish the office of Governor?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Possibly I shall
go into that phase of the question and ascer-
tain whether there are not ways and means
to do it. Tf therc are not ways and means to
do it, we ought lo alter our plaiform at the
carliest possible moment.

The Premicr: Alter the Constitution.

Ifon. W. . JOHNSON: It is another
occasion when we are misleading the people
we represent. Ef we cannot do those things,
why go to the eountry and advocate them?
I was one of those who advocated the aboli-
tion of the office of Glovernor, and that plank
bas been on the Labour platferm for good-
ness knows how many years.

The Premier: What the Labour platform
gays is that we will try to nlter the Counsti-
tution.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Then let us (o
it.

The Premier: You cunnot do it until you
alter the Constitution.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Let us alter the
Constitution.

The Premier: Very well,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Premier
asked just mow how it could he done, and
now he has supplied the answer to his own
question. He says that the Constitution
must he amended. Let us try to do it.

The Premier: Very well, try it.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: Let us do it at
the earliest possible moment.

The Premier: It could not be done by the
Government; it has to be done by Parlia-
ment.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: The Government
would have to introduce it; I eould not intro-
duce it. Therefore, we may leave it in the
hands of the Premier and of the Govern-
ment. Another matter I am disappointed
ahout is the appointment of an Agent-Gen-
eral. This has nothing to do with the pre-
sent Government. Just as a Lieut.-Governor
is unnecessary, so is an Agent-General posi-
tively superfluous.
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The Premier: I entirely disagree with you
again.

Hon. W. D. JOINSON: I knew the Pre-
mier would disagree. I know sufficient to
be satisfied that the Agent-General is doing
no work, What can he do?

The Premier: How do you know?

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: There are no
loans to negotiate; Mr. Bruce underfakes
that work. There are no conversions fo
arrange; Mr, Bruee is doing that work.

The Premier: Is that all the Agent-Gen-
cral does?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T intend to dea!
with that one phase. T know that was the
major worl of the Agent-General—dealing
with finanee and arvanging with the West-
minster Bank and other financial institutions
for short-dated loans to meei the needs of
the State. That was a great task and good
service was done for the State by the Agent-
General. To-day, however, the Agent-Gen-
cral does not do that; it is no part of his
Job. State activities in Londen are nowa-
days very limited indeed. Mr. Angwin claims
that the office of Agent-Gleneral is a very
important one and that there is guite a lot
of work to be done.

The Premier: So there is.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Work of a social
character.

The Premier: Not a bit of it.

Hon. W. . JOHNSOXN: But there is no
work of a kind that would justify the pay-
ment we are making. The olfice is super-
fluous. It is a luxury job and we cannot
afford luxuries to-day. T know the Premier
will mot agree with me, but my constituency
agrees with me and that is all-important.

The Premier: I do not think your ecoun-
stituents give it mueh consideration.

Hon. W. D. JOHXSON: I gave a good
deal of consideration to it during the elec-
tion. The matters 1 am dealing with now,
[ dealt with during the elections. I am
stating my opinion of what should be done
on the basis of the speeches I made and the
pledges I gave during the eleetion campaign.
I believe that not only should steps be taken
to abolish the position of Agent-Gieneral but
that we should discontinue as early as pos-
sible our cccupancy of Savoy House. That
property belongs to the State. I was never
emthnsiastic about its purchase. I have
always thought that one central building
and one central aunthority were as suflicient
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for Australia, as the Governor-General is
sufficient for the Commonwealth, To-day
it is unnecessary that we should have this
property in London. It may be a bad time
in whieh to dispose of it, but it is not a
property we should eontinue to oceupy and
retain possession of. The position of Agent-
General should be abolished.

The Premier: We do not own Savoy
House. It is only leased,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I was under
the impression that a: one time the State
acquired the freehold.

The Premier: It acquired a long lease.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: If we are tied
to a lease, we shall have to see it through.
To-day Australia has a unified system of
oversen representation. The entire Com-
monwealth is reflected in the activities of
Mr, Bruee. He has become a big man. Ha
has been lifted by the Press and by his own
Party into being the strong man of Aus-
fralia. Let him help this State. I do not
think he will do very wmuch for us outside
our association with the other States in the
matter of conversions, but he ean relieve us
by taking over the lirited duties thal are
now carried out by the Agent-General. Mr.
Bruce could eombine those activities with
his other acbivities, and they woull not
overburden him, while at the same time
substantial economy could be effected for
this State. There are many things we want
here but cannot afford. There are many
cases of distress amongst oor people. 1
should like to suggest many things that re.
quire to be done, but for financial reasons
it is beyond the capacity of the State to
do them. Certain economies conld be ef-
fected ountside the State that would enable
us to do a great deal more in the way of
providing relief in the cases of distress to
which I have referred, and in other diree-
tions. The Government should take a ser-
ious view of, and take steps to effect the
economies that have been advocated in the
administration of the Collie coal field.
There is a motion before the Chamber deal-
ing with this matter. I did propose to
move an amendment to if, but T thought it
would only eomplicate the discussion on the
mnatter raised by the member for Collie
(Mr, Wilson), My ambitien is to have the
Collie coalfields dealt with in a bigger way
than is covered by that motion. I believe
in the use of 100 per ecnt. Collie coal, but
objeet to 100 per ecent. control by middle-
men. The report of Dr. Herman deals with
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the large profits which have been made by
the middlemen, who stand between the
people’s coal at Collie, and the utilisation
of the coal by the main activities of the
pcople. I do not know why middleinen are
required to take the profits of and eonduct
the operations at the Collie ¢oalfields.
There is no reason why the State should not
deal with the coal as the State railways have
dealt with timber. I remember when timber
was the subject of a definite monopoly. The
railways had to pay an enormous amount
beyond what was reasonable for timber, and
the department, in order to overcome that
diffieulty, established a State sawmill. Many
people think that the State sawmills were
introduced by a Labour Government. That
is not s0. It is true a Labour Government
extended enormously the State sawmill
operations, and it is to their eredit that they
did so. The first State sawmill, however,
was established by a Nationalist Govern-
ment. I think the late Frank Wilson first
approved of a State sawmill at Wuramirg.
That was originally a railway mill. It was
erected to relieve the State of the cost of
timber. The same position applies to Collie
coal to-day. We had the timber, but middle-
men were cueting it, and selling the peaple’s
timber to the railways and making a huge
profit out of it. That was all wrong. I want
a similar policy to operate in respect to
Coliie eoal. In his report for 1933 on Collie
coal, Dr. Herman stated—

The Amalgamated Collieries Company of
Western Amstralia, Limited, has been granted
by the State almost a menepoly of the Collic
coalfield, cutside of which there is at present
no kmown c¢ommercially workable coal 3eam
within the State. The State grants to the
company a lease of its coal-bearing land at
low charges for lease, rents, and royalties. The
State does not enforee fulfilment of the statu-
tory labour covenants on the company’s hold-
ings of azbout 36,000 acres. Western Austra-
lian sentiment naturally calls for the use of
native coal, thereby depriving the State of any
real contrel of prices by competition of im-
ported coal. Hence ordinary commercial price
regulation has been absent in arranging State
contracts for purchase of Collic coal. The
State itself, almost from the day the Collie field
firgt started to produce coal, has heen and still
is the purchaser of more than 80 per cent. of
the total Collie production. ¥or all these reasons
there i3 a justification which otherwise might
not exist, for a definite measure of control by
the State of the operations of the Amalga-
mated Collieries Company. There is ample evi-
deoee in this report that such State control is
not merely justified, but has become an urgent
public nacessity.
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For many years I have tried to get that
point of view renlized by the Government
of the day. Por a short term I wags Minis-
ter for Railways, and doring that period
had to let econtracts for Collie conl. T do
not want another experience like it. As
Minister, I could see what course to steer
for the protection of the State railways in
acquiring the best coal at a reasonable price.
I declared the Government policy without
first counsulting Cabinet. The result was
that Cabinet was inundated by deputations
of all kinds. Tltimately the pressure became
so great between the combined interests of
capital and labour that I was compelled
and directed hy Cabinet to sbange my view,
and to find another method of contracting
with the Collie coal fields. I have no fee)
ing of bitterness over that. but it was quite
wrong. Although that happened many years
ago, during the Daglish Administration, it
has been the experience of successive Gov-
ernments. not in so pronounced & way, that
evary time a contract has been let it has
been directed by other influences than the
railways which are the largest consumers
There has always been pressure brought te
bear. So long as that goes on, the Collie
coalfields will never be administered in a
manner that will be a credit to organised
labeur, nor shall we get that economie resnlt
for our railways that they are justified in
expecting. I do not helieve in the present
niethod of management, and have not been
a party to it for years past. It is not pos-
sible for capital and labour to eombine in
the general administration of indmstry. The
Collia coalfield has not given me any reason
to think that the views I have held for years
are wrong. The results, as disclosed and
exposed by Dr. Herman, demonstrate that
a change is necessary. T hope Labour will
apply itself to bringing about that change.

The Premier: I agree with all you aay
about Collie coal.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Premier
and T do not disagree very much. I am
broadminded encugh to appreciate that if
I were on the Treasury bench I could not
speak as freely as I am doing to-night. 1
am & freelance and have a responsibility
only to my constitueney. I want the Gov-
ernment to realise, however, that I have a
measure of responsibility towards them also.
T am just as loyal as any man behind the
Government, and the Premier knows it. On
the question of loyalty I have been tried
on more than one oceasion. The Premier
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must understand we are not going to - get
reform in our movement and progress, and
build up a militant organisation, if we fail
to realise those weaknesses that are demon-
strated as the administration goes along, I
know the Premier does nof take exception
to my criticism of these matters.

The Premier: Certainly not.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: I thoroughly
appreciate the difficulties of the times, but
I should like the Premier to govern a little
differently, and in a manner more to suit
me. There is another matter concerning
which I have been critical ever since it wase
introduced, and I am sorry to say it is going
on more vigorously than ever, I refer to the
expenditure of money upon main roads.
The Bruce-Page Government, previous to an
election, had a fairly substantial surplus. In
order that a change of Government wonld
not permit of much of that surplns heing
expended, they decided to distribute it
in such a way that it would help
the growing motor interests, the motor com-
panies and vested interestsa connected
with the expansion of metor transport.
They put up a proposition that the States
should accept that money, subsidise it, and
spend it in & manner directed by the cen-
tralised anthority. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment were to direct operations. It was
urged that the money was cheap. In point
of fact, the money was never cheap. It was
money that belped private interests in the
form of dividend collectors from motor com-
panies, and the money was so expended as
to eripple State activities. Indeed, that ex-
penditure represents a considerable percent-
age of the public debt. The money has heen
uysed to create competition with our rail-
ways; and that competition—road transport
—is proceeding actively. What is the use of
building a main road bhetween Kalgoorlie
and Perth? Kalgoorlie has an aeroplane and
a daily train service. The State cannot stand
more expenditure. I eriticised this feature
previously, saying tbat if every motor ear
which came into Western Australia was oecu-
pied to its full ecarrying capacity, the in-
creased populaiion might provide for the
increased financial burden. However, the
motor cars that come in empty are of no
economic value. The mofor industry has not
increased the population of Aunstralia.

Mr. Hawke: It is decreasing the popula-
tion rapidly.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Why go on
duplicating serviees when we cannot main-
tain existing services? OQur 430,000 people
are called upon to maintain the railway, and
they cannot do it; and then we build a road
alongside the railway to make the task in-
creasingly difficult, Why not stop building
main roads altogether? 1 declare emphati-
cally that I would put holes in the main roads
to stop the eompetition with the railway sys-
tem. I have not got a motor car,

The Premier: That was an unnecessary
observation.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: A spring cart
and a sulky are quite enough for me. In my
constituency I am driving the same buggy
that I drove 20 years ago; I merely change
the horse every five or six years. I have not
progressed with the times in respect of my
personal convenience. I have never been able
to afford it. If I could run a motor ear, I
would buy one to-morrow. I realise that the
first cost of buying a car is an easy matfer;
but as regards running a car I have a num-
ber of friends who know what that means.
Largely they have deregistered their ears,
The motor companies have grown so enorm-
ously, and so much money has been invested
in motor importation and distribution, that
thai phase of business represents a strong
vested interest. The companies have the
same kind of publication as the banks have,
insisting on the need for continuance of pri-
vate banking. “Road Transport Publica-
fion” is quite an up-to-date periodieal, but it
continually enforces the view that main roads
must be maintained and that road fransport-
ation must be encouraged without any re-
gard to the fact that these things cripple the
State’s main asset, its railway system. I
know the Government are about to introduce
a transport Bill. There will be a lat of fun
in regard to that measure here as there has
been elsewhere. New members will be inter-
ested to see the amount of lobbying going on.
The lobbyists will be thick in the corridor,
and members will be buttonholed with re-
gard to what should be done. These people
will persistently claim that their interests
should receive every consideration, irrespec-
tive of the people’s right to have the main
asset of the State protected. Therefore I
appeal to the Government to do less in the
matter of main road construction. Subsi-
diary feeder roads are necessary. We did
have a policy of building such roads, especi-
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ally in the agricultural districts, with excel-
lent results; but to-day main road construe-
tion is active, and maintenance costs are
growing so rapidly as to become a financial
danger, shsorbing too much of the people’s
money. The 430,000 people who have to
bear that expenditure have also to pay for
the maintenance of the railways. I ask the
Premier whether there cannot he a change
of policy which will build up our railways
instead of building up main roads.

The Premier: You ohject to main roads
parallel with railways?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. A good
deal of such construetion is being done to-
day right from Kalgoorlie to Perth. Por-
tions of the road are being reconstructed,
and portions are being tar-dressed. I ask
the Premier to appreciate that if we are
to have finaneial reconstruction, if we are to
save the ship of State, if we are to aveid
unification by the process I have men-
tioned, it can only be done by pri-
mary production. We ecannot do it by
secondary industries, because we have not
the necessary population. Certain second-
ary industries are flourishing, and these
should he encouraged. I agree with the
efforts of the Minister for Employment to
popniarise the use of loeal products, but the
hope of stzbilising our State finances by the
expansion of secondary industries is indeed
remote. But we can do a mighty lot by in-
creased primary production. Again, we ean
do a great deal by organising our markets.
Take poultry farming. Hon. members will
recollect that I introduced an Egg Market-
ing Bill. It did not receive much support,
hut there was a valuable diseussion, At that
time poultry farming was at a low ebb, and
it was thought that the passing of the Bill
would greatly improve the position of the
industry. I still hold that view.

The Premier: We are going to bring
down a Bill for that purpose this session.

Hon. W. D. JOENSON: 1 am indeed
glad to hear it. After the defeat of my Bill
Mr, Bath and Y decided to have a little bit
of an organisation established through the
co-operative movement. We formed what we
called an egg trust. We got poultry farmers
organised with a view to their eggs being
put through the trust. We got in touch with
Loadon, and established improved marketing
facilities there. We examined the methods
of handling eggs, and improved those
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methods. As a result we were able to intro-
duce better organisation, and to-day there
s & great improvement in egg marketing,
The unfortunate part is the competition in
selling. The firm of Munro in London, big
buyers of eggs, buy from every one of the
Western Australian sellers. Munro’s go to
Westralian Farmers and buy eggs from
them. They go to Nelson and buy eggs.
They go to James's co-operative concern and
buy eggs from that; in fact, Munro is James’s
main buyer. As long as Munro’s ean get
three or four of us selling to them, they can
play one off against the other. 1 do not
complain of that. It is just business. But I
do objeet to producers being subjected to
that kind of thing. If we could only get
the producers the right to co-operate, a vast
improvement would result. To-pight I re-
ceived a letter asking me to come along to
one of their meetings ealled for the purposze
of endeavouring to place egg marketing on
a better basis, However, egg prodacers can-
not be induced to.stick together without
statutory authority. When co-operation was
started in regard to dried fruits and fresh
grapes, there was an organisation of the
Swan settlers, who all pledged their word
and signed documents to pull together; but
it was not long before one slipped out, and
then another slipped out, and eventualy the
whole organisation broke up because of the
disloyvaliy of about half a dozen, It is
exnctly the same with eggs. Without statu-
tory power subjecting the minority o the
direction of the majority, there cannot be
layalty im matters of this kind. I do not
say that it shounld be a simple majority; but
a substantial majority, arrived at after
proper education in regard to marketing
proposals, should be qualified to direet the
minority and establish properly organised
control. 1 wish to emphasise that since we
fivst started to advocate this system, the
world has progressed on similar lines. There
is hardly an exporting nation to-day that is
not under control.  To-day’s newspapers
show what Mussolini has accomplished in
this direetion. What he has achieved is due
to his eontrelling of export and production,
The position is similar in the United States
and all the European countries to-day. Gov-
ernments control and support marketing, in
some cases by means of bounties, with the
result that States marketing as we are doing
find themselves up against the difficulties I
have outlined. Unfortunately there is com-
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petition between wheat-grower and wheat-
grower to-day, to the detriment of sll. From
that aspert especially I welecome the pros-
pect of improvement in Western Australia’s
marketing arrangements. I generally finish
up with the marketing problem, and shall
do so to-night. I am strongly of opinion
that we can reconstruct this State and es-
cape the unification possibilities T have em-
phasised, but we shall not do it as we are
proceeding to-day. It is wrong to go on
building railways. I beligve it is economi-
cally unsound to build main roads in com-
petition with railways. I regard it as wrong
to allow the monopolising of unused land
alongside railways. We cannot flnance rail-
ways Trunning throngh unimproved land.
Other countries have not as much justifica-
tion as Western Australia has for tackling
this problem.

Mr. Latham: I think ail eountries where
land has been alienated are in the same
trouble as we are. The New Zealand rail-
ways are in a bad way.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ber may talk about New Zealand.

My. Latham: Bat nearly every other coun.
try has privately-owned ruilways,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I was thinking
more of Queensland. Queensland bas tackled
the problem, It will be rememberad what
Theodore did in regard to pastoral leases,
and the pressure put on him from London
in that respect. He went to London and
had to stand up against the stock exchange
in regard to his activities. THe defied the
stock exchange, went to America, and there
got the money TLonden had refused him.

Mr. Latham: I believe the New Zealand
railways are much worse off.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am not dealing
with that aspeet. T am suggesting that
where there is a will there is a way, and that
land which is not adequately utilised can he
brought infe proper use. It ean be done in
this State. The first essential is to gain in-
formation as to what unimproved land there
is within earting distance of our railways.
For that purpose, qualified officers should he
appointed to make the neeessary investiga-
tion. The Premier knows what happened in
the Aven Valley when Mr. Lefroy went
through it and reported on the unimproved
areas in that distriet. Mr. Lefroy did a dis-
tinet service to the State when he drew
attention to the large areas of unimproved
land in that valley. The owners of the pro-
perty realised that unless they got busy the

[ASSEMBLY.}

State would take action. There is to be seen
a vast improvement in the Avon Valley to-
day, and that result was achieved beeanse of
the report submitted by Mr. Lefroy to the
Government. It is certain that the present
position in the Avon Valley would not have
been secured if it had not heen for Mr.
Lefroy’s report. I want the Government to
carry out a similar investigation regarding
the unimproved land adjacent to railways in
other parts of the State. It will not cost
very mnch. 1 know sulficient of the State,
as other members do, to realise that the
land in Western Australia is capable of
carrying many more than from 60 to 100
people per mile of railway.

Mr. Latham: We all know that.

Hon. W. 1), JOHNSON: Then why are
there so few as 60 to 100 people per mile of
railway?

Mpr. Latham: Because of the cendifions
that do not justity anything else. You know
we have picked ont the eyes of the land, and
we had to build railways accordingly.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: And when you
picked out the eyes, you took more than you
could use.

Mr. Latham: We picked out the good land,

Hon, W. D. JOHINSON: Yes, in greater
areas than could be used, and it is the poorer
class of land that is left. It is the good land
that I desire to have used adequately. The
only way by which that ean be done is to
have an investigation carried out by ecap-
able officers who will report to Parliament
on the area of unimproved land adjacent to
existing railways. If we have that infor-
mation, we may be able to do something
along the lines I songgest, That will afford
one means of giving permanent relief to
those who are unemployed. There are in our
midst to-day a large number of elderly men
who have no oecopation because of the
economic conditions, Land that eould be
made available for them in some parts is
lying idle; yet, if they could be placed upon
that land, the men would have a home in
their old age. Last night I discussed with
the Minister for Employment the practice
of sending of men upwards of 62 years of
age into remote parts of the State in order
to secure work. They inelude workshop em-
ployees who had mever previously heen
away from their homes in which they had
lived since they were married, Those men
are not used to eamp life and do not know
how to cook
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The Premier: Do you say that a married
man of 60 years of age does not know how
to cook?

Mr, Marshall: You are not that age, but
I reckon vou do not know how o cook,
either,

Hop. W, D. JOHNSON: With all due re-
respect to the Premier, I hope I will never
have to eat a meal that he cooks.

The Premier: And I think you are a
pretty good judge.

Hon. YW, D. JOHNSON: The men I have
in mind have had no experience in living
under canvas, and I think if is prefty hard
on them. T know the Minister’s position.
He explained it to me in detail last night.
Nevertheless, it makes one sad when ane
contemplates the Int of the old men, par-
ticularly when T know there is so much of
the land T have in mind that could he used
to relieve their position along the lines I
have suggested. I hope less money will he
spent on main roads and the savings made
by that means spent in clearing land on
holdings adjacent to the railways, so that
we can give these old men a home where
they can produce largely all they need.

The Premier: That is a very sound policy,
but the trouble is to find the money with
which to purchase the land.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: What the Gov-
ernment wonld save on the main road ex-
penditure, they could use in connection with
the land. The Premier referred to the pur-
chase of aress. I believe that, even with
the Legislative Couneil as it is, for patriotic
reasons members there would support a Bill
to compel the owners to give np some of
the land they monopolise at present,

The Premier: We have power to repur-
chase estates.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We could not
do that, and I would not suggest it.

The Premier: Tt would cost too much,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Esxactly. Orn
the other band, we are justified in saying
that we cannot continue as we are doing,
that the railways demand greater pro-
duction, and that the needs of the unem-
ploved require that there shall be furiher
komes provided for them under conditions
thai wiil enable them to produce largely all
thai fiiey need. The land exists “or ihat
parrase—I can assure the Premier I know
what T am talking about—adjacent to exist-
ing railways. The unemployed need not be
sent into the drier parts of the State, be-
cause there is plenty elsewhere. T know
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the Premier is sympathetic, and I hope he
wil! authorise the inquiry I desire, so that
the Government may know where the land
is, and then consider means by which the
areas can he controlled by the State for
the purposes T have indicated. By that
means many of these old chaps will be pro-
vidett with homes that they so sadly need
to-day.

MR, MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.353] I
shall be brief in my contribution to the de-
bate. There are one or two matters only
that are agitating my mind and whieh I de-
sire to discuss. I have listened attentively
to some eloquent and logical speeches com-
mencing from the Premier's utterance when
he introduced the Budget, and I agree in
the main with all that has been said. Never-
theless, I have heen disappointed that the
Premier and other able speakers, while elah-
orately expressing the requirements of the
State and its inability to cope with present-
day problems owing to the insufficiency of
finance available, bave not insisted upon the
necessity for monetary reform. Since the
depression commenced we have had two Pre-
miers in this State and there have heen fre-
quent conferences with the Premiers of other
States in conjunction with the Prime Minis-
ter of the Commonwealth. The present Pre-
mier has attended one conferencc since he
has heen in office this time.

The Premier: I will be there again soon.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am pleased to hear
that. Sadly we gaze upon thousands of peo-
ple who are unemployed; we see widows and
children in want; we observe those who are
in employment receiving remuneration in-
adequate for their requirements. All that
can be done to assist them by the leading
statesmen of the Commonwealth is to
assemble in conference, each Premier in turn
endeavouring to ascertain what is the most
he can get from loan funds in order to carry
out various works. The Premier was very
successful on his one and only visit to the
Eastern States this year.

The Premier: Unfortunately the Melbhourne
Cup will interfere with the next conference.

Mr., MARSHALL: Then I quite under-
stand there will not he an elaborate debate
on that occasion. I know the Premier has
no inelination to indulge in that sport and,
in fact, I do not think be indulges in much
sport at all. FHe sticks too fast to his job,
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and he would be much better if he did in-
dulge in some sport.

The Premier: T ride occasionally.

Mr. MARSHALL: I ean assure the Pre-
mter he did not look too comfortable on that
particular oecasion. As a matfer of fact,
he can feel thankful that the horse did not
move while the snapshot was being taken.

The Minister for Employment: He scarcely
looked a winner.

Mr. MARSHALL: If our sole objective
is for the Premiers to meet in conference to
raise additional loans, thereby piling up
added financial vesponsihilities for posterity
fo pay, the outlook is indeed glum. Viewed
from the angle of expenditure, we find that
the bulk of the money is required to assist
primary production. I do not object fo that
asgistance being rendered, but the fact re-
mains that we are endeavouring to maintain
those industries for the products of which
no profitable markets ean be found. Look
at the millions of money that have heen sunk
in the Group Settlement Secheme; the pros-
peets of that scheme to-day are as gloomy as
ever they were. The future holds little or
no hope for the settlers. The Premier may
be able to tell us whether the State is pay-
ing the full interest on the amount invelved
in the pronp settlement undertaking. The
original agreement covered a period of five
vears, but the Premier serured its extension
to 10 years. Under that arrangement, the
Imperial Government, the Federal Govern-
menl and the State Government were each
to pay one-third of the interest.

Mr. Latham: We have not reached the
J{.vear stage yet.

Mr. MARSHALL: I think it is about 12
yvears since the Group Bettlement Scheme
was inangurated.

Mr. Latham: But it is not 10 vears since
the signatures were attached to the first
agreement,

Mr. MARSHALL: Then the amount of the
inferest the State has to pay is astounding.
I think the Minister for Lands stated the
other night that the intercst hill represented
£400,000 on the money borrowed for gronp
settlement purposes alone.

My, Hawke: That money was made avail-
able over a term of years.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am aware of that.
I do not want the member for Northam (Mr.
Hawke) to tell me that; I was in Parliament
when the srheme was inaugurated and have
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watched its progress ever since. After the
10-year period has elapsed, we shall have to
pay the full 5 per cent. interest. I do not
know whether the £400,000 referred to by the
Minister for Lands represents the full inter-
est at 5 per cent.,, or whether it represents
the State's one-third proporiion of that rate.
No doubt as the discussion of the Estimates
progresses we shall be informed, but ac-
cepting it as the full five per cent., we have
the spectacle of all that huge burden of
interest for onse section of our primary pro-
ducers. And we have to borrow yet more
money to assist them to remain on their
blocks, although the taxpayers have to find
half o million pounds per annum for interest
on the original borrowing. So we borrow
money in order that we might pay interest.
The position is such that if we eannot live
upon the moneys secured by way of taxation,
or if we eannot bring abont some change in
the monetary gystem, we are heading for a
big smash. I differ from the member for
Guildford-Midland (Ilon. W. D, Johnson)
in regard to unifieation; I do not think the
eatastrophe will be one of unifieation, for I
am afraid it will be one of violent revolu-
tion, For years past the labeurers in this
State have lived under a condition of de-
pression, being buoyed np with the hape of
a financial recovery. For the last fliree
vears they have lived in the hope that they
will be returned to that standard of living
which was approximatelr confermable to
buman requirements. But if we are to judge
the position from the progress being made,
we are not getting to that stage of prosper-
ity where we shall be ahle to give employ-
ment to our people and return to them an
acceptable standard of living. Instead of
that, we are merely heaping up a hurden of
financial obligations which must canse the
people to revolt. It is mot logical to think
that people will forever tolerate ill-feeding
and ill-housing on the one hand, while on
the other there have never been any serious
overtures made to eall upon the bondholders
to disgorge some of the huge amount of
wealth they take out of the country in the
way of interest payments. Two years ago
we were promised that Mr. 5. M. Bruce on
behalf of the TFederal Govermment would
negotiate with the bondholders abroad with
a view to bringing about a reduetion of in-
terest. I admit that on one occasion such a
conference met, but, although 18 months have
passed, nothing has heen heard of the out-
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come of that conference, and we are still
paying interest in full.

The Premier: The only Government in
the world still paying a high rate of interest.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, and we are called
upon to continue it. No ope wonld mind if
the country could afford to pay the interest
and still give its people a decent standard
of living. Many men who fought in defence
of this country, and who if called upon
would have sacrificed their lives, had the
good fortune to return.  Yet they stalk
about this land, unable to secure even work.
They were promised that if they went to
the war they would never have to work
again, notwithstanding which they are pre-
pared to work and labour in the interests of
this country. But even that is denied them,
while the hook-nosed Shylocks abroad still
demand their pound of flesh. It is not rea-
sonable to expect that the people of this
country will for all time tolerate the existing
eonditions while they know there is full and
plenty of the good things of life which, if
Justice were done them, they would be sup-
plied with. So I think the Premier of this
State might well initiate at the next
Premiers’ Conference a debate on monetary
reform, It would be some eneouragement to
know that the statesmen of the Common-
wealth in conference were prepared to tackle
this problem, for those exercising influence
in money matters have no hesitation in ex-
tracting the last pound of flesk out of the
people to-day. The Premier of this State
would be justified in challenging the other
Premiers to such a debate, for there is no
one in the Commonweslth more capable of
holding his own in debate. 1 am sorry it
was not done at the last Premiers’ Confer-
ence. It was prineipally to express my re-
gret on that seore that I rose tonight, and
I hope the Premier will not fail when next
he attends the Premiers’ Conference, and
that he will speak pretty plainly even to
those who believe in the present monetary
system, for he is in possession of all the
facts and he is highly capable of placing
facts before any audience, facts as to the
iniquity of the unjust distribution of the
good things of life.

The Premier: At the last conference we
argued very strongly for a reduction of
oversea interest, but it was on that point
only.

Mr. MARSHALL: As I said before, if
by borrowing money we were working to-
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wards 2 point where, by the expenditure of
that money, we would reach prosperify, it
might be satisfactory., But we are not doing
that; we are merely borrowing and spend-
ing, and then we borrow again to pay the
interest on the money we borrowed earlier.
That is our poesition, and we are getting no-
where, othor than heaping up heavy financial
obligations which the unhorn of the Com-
monwealth must duly shoutder or revolt
aguinst, Which they will do I do nof know,
but history teaches ihat people will not be
for all timie satisfied with the state they are
in to-day. When men see their wives and
children in want after exhibiting patience
for years, it is only natural that they should
soy the conditions must ceaze. I hope steps
will be taken and that eonstifutional means
will be adopted immediately with a view to
evolving some system, some medium of ex-
change that will in the distribution of good
things be far more equitable; and I hope that
no lives will be lost in the process. But it
has to be done. It is not encouraging to
tackle this problem, for we have seen the
fate of Mr. Lang, who in regard to interest
payments was the most outspoken man in
the Commonwealth., Mr. Lang was never
what he was written down to be; he never
advocated repudiation; all he advocated was
the leaving in abeyance of interest payments
until he had fed his people. But it was
claimed by the Press, which in turn is con-
trolled by money power, that he was advo-
eating repudiation.  Surely if we owe a
debt, and if our financial cirecumstances are
50 bad—and God knows they are bad enough
to-day—that we cannot pay the interast, and
we ask that the payments be left in abey-
ance until we can so adjust our finances as
to be able to pay, it is an honourable atti-
tude to adopt. But Mr, Lang was said to be
an advocate of repudiation because he advo-
cated abeyanece of iaxation by the bond-
holders abroad. The most remarkable
feature of the episode was that no sooner
had the Press and that section of the public
which was oppozed to him, finished their
attack on iMr, Lang, than Mr, Bruce left for
England to advocate the sell-same thing. He
was delegated for the purpese. Yet nobody
has seen Mr. Bruce written down as one
advocating  repudiation.  Mr. Lang, of
course, was pictured by the Press and those
opposed to him as being one of the greatest
scoundrels ever known in the public life of
New South Wales. I venture to say that
singe his defeat at the last elections
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the people are very sorry for that
defeat, and I suggest that he will
come baek stronger than ever from

the next elections. Any person who has the
courage to stand up and advocate reform—
to which of course money power is always
opposed—must naturally be written down as
of bad type. His activities and utterances
must be disparaged on all oceasions, for re-
form is something that money power never
wants. The condition of master and slave,
heloved by money power, still prevails and is
as keenly desired to-day as ever it was. Only
a few weeks ago we had some organisation
celebrating the centenary of the emancipa-
tion of slaves. Aectually, in o scientific wav
there is more slavery in existence fo-day
than ever before, and the ecruelty ex-
hibited in its conduct is worse than
the brutal methods in vogue in the
glave pens of America 100 years ago.
The slave-owner in those days, in order to
get serviee from the slaves, fed, housed and
clothed them well, but the same cannot he
said of the slaves of to-day. People are paid
quite inadequately to supply their own re-
quirements. The individual feels that he is
a free man and not a slave. Actually he is
a slave to the system, and on the whole he
does not get as good treatment as it did the
slaves in days gone by. T am hopefnl that
the Premier will do something to try to bring
about reform that will relieve the position n
regard to the unemployed and enable the
Stabe to benefit by the annual production of
wealth, instead of leaving a few to enjoy ihe
benefits to the detriment of the many. It
has come to be recognised that the State
should be responsible for the employment of
those who find themselves out of work. There
was a time when that idea was not accepted,
but to-day it is a recognised fact. All those
who find themselves unemployed approach
the Government—and rightly so—and say,
“We have been displaced from industry
throngh the adveni of science and machin-
ery and are no longer wanted; yon must em-
ploy us.” That position is accepted because
people really believe that the Governments
or Parliaments control the finances. Nothing
eounld be further from the trath. Any Pre-
mier, no matter what his political ecreed,
would not enjoy seeing a man out of work,
but so long as we remain inactive and per-
mit the existing system to continue, so long
will our people remain in poverty and misery
and have to ask the Government for food,
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housing and eclothing when the Governmen
cannot employ them. It is not economieally
possible for the Qovernment to employ every.
hody and, as the IPremier said some year:
ago, to do so would be economically un-
sound. If our Premier to-morrow announced
that in a month therc would be no unem.
ployed in the State, he would have to be
prepared to employ all the workless in the
world because, as fast as trains and ships
conld bring them, they wounld trzil in from
other eountries because of the Premier’s an-
nouncement that he would find work for
evervbody. Tt is possible for the Premier,
however, to initiate a discussion on the mone-
tary system. We are well aware thai the
monetary system has been in vogue for cen-
turies and that its ramifications are world-
wide. The argument advanced by the Pre-
wier is that this is not a State matter. That
is true, but when we approach the Common-
wealth Government, they reply, “It may be
our responsibility, but this is a world matter
and we cannot act unless the whole world
will aet with us.” TUnless some State or
country takes the initiative and starts the
ball rolling, the problem will never be cour-
ageously attacked and we shall for qll t:ime
labour under the oppressive and objection-
able conditions that now prevail.  Pcople
imagine that the Premier and the Govern-
ment bave full eontrol of the affairs of the
State, and the papers publish statements to
a similar effeci. The Constitution of the
State, however, prevents the Premier and the
Glovernment from giving effect to their pol-
This House is but one section of the

icy.
le;islature; there is another House to be en-
countered.

Mr. Wansbrough: Pretly savage, too, at
times!

Mr. MARSHALL: During the war many
pecple waved little Union Jacks made in
Japan, and were very insistent in remind-
ing the people of the democratic Constitu-
tion under which they lived—the free-est in
the world. Yet scores of the men who fought
in defence of the country have not a vote
for the other branch of the legisiature.

The Premier: They have not a vote in the
country for which they fought.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so, and it is
argued that this is a demoeratic countryl
How can it be designated a democratie ecoun-
try when 60,000 people can dictate the legis-
lation to govern 220,000% Another place has
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gone further; its members are now attempt-
ing to interfere with the financial policy of
the Government. They would make it utterly
impossible for any Government to remain in
office unless it held ideas in accord with
theirs. The people generally do not know
or appreciate that fact. They imagine that
the Government have power to do almost
anything.

Member: Is it not a non-party Hoovse?

Mr. MARSHALL: It is, but it has party
instinets acufely developed.

The Premier: A Japanese, it he owned
property, would have a vote,

Mr, MARSHALL: That is so, but a sol-
dier who fought for the country who owns
no property and pays no rent has no vote.
The qualification for electors of another
place is full of anomalies. There is nothing
logical, fair or just about it. We should
chailenge the right of another place to in-
terfere with the progress of the State or
with the policy of the Government sent here
to represent the people as a whole. We
should tell those who represent broad acres
and bricks and mortar that people are to
be considered before property. The Con-
stitution hampers the Government and re-
quires things that ought not to be asked. I
refer to the appointment of Governors.

Mr. McDonald: Give us something new.

Mr. MARSHALL: New or old, I intend
to say what I would do if T were Premier.
T would resent such interference and would
adopt means to give effect to my resent-
nment. Probably it would be considered dras-
tic action. Under the Constitution, the Tm-
perin]l Government can appoint Governors
and probably eompel the Government of the
State to pay the salary, but the Government
could not be compelled to house the Gover-
nor or provide him with luxuries. I should
refuse to concede those things, more par-
ticularly while the conntry was suitering
from the depression. If I asked the Pre-
mier to provide a few hundred pounds for
legitimate work to absorb some of the un-
amployed, it would be impossible for him
to accede to the request because of the lack
of funds, and yet he has to find thousands
of pounds to pay for the luxury of having
a Governor. I would not feel so hostile
if the State received serviee in return far
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the money paid. 1. have freguently pro-
tested in this Chamber against the expense.
It is almnst a scandal that such appoint-
ments should be made, thrusting heavy
liabilities upon us just to bave a represen-
tative of the King to open a dog show one
day, to give a garden pariy the next, and
to go out killing butterflies the next. T do
not wish to be misunderstood. I hope the
present Lieut.-Governor will not imagine
that T have spoken in this strain because
of his appointment.

Mr. MeLarty: He would not.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, becanse he was
present on more than one oecasion when I
made similar remarks. I have never been
able to get a satisfactory explanation of
the aetual value there is in the service of
a QGovernor to the State. No one has
attempted to justify the appointment nf a
Governor and the expenditure necessary.
It is utterly impossible to do so. We do
not get value for our money. Next session
the Premier could give some consideration
to the very urgent necessity of making one
or two alterations to the Constitution.
That would indicate to the people he in-
tended to fight these questions, and that
his Government were not going to stand
for them. If he does that he will accom-
plish something. T hope this State will
experience a year of prosperity. Wool is
now at a reasonable price, whieh is a bless-
ing to Western Australia. I trust that our
wheat producers, and those who are en-
gaged in other forms of primary produc-
tion, will experience much the same thing
that is being experienced by those engaged
in the gold-mining industry, that prices will
reach a level sufficient to compensate them
for the labour involved in their enter-
prises. I hope that with 12 months more
of the present Administration we shall
find Western Australia in & more prosper-
ous condition than it appears to be in at
the moment. Unless we ¢an overcome the
difficulty of the monetary sysetem and re-
vise it in some way, I do not see how we
can make much progress. I hope I am mis-
taken in this. For the sake of the welfare
of the people of this State, and the peace
of mind of those who have taken on the
responsibility of administering the affairs
of State, T hope that prosperity will return
to us, and that we shall enjoy happier days
than we have expericneed in the past.
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MR. WELSH (Pilbara) [9.18]: I should
like to refer to the condition of the roads in
the North-West, particularly those in the
Pilbara electorate. There are hundreds of
miles of road leading out to different por-
tions of the district, and these are used by
the settlers to convey their produce to the
seaboard. The road boards have not suffi-
cient revenue with which to maintain thess
roads in proper condition. Very often the
gettlers have to repair parts of the roads
themselves in order to get their produce
through. All these tracks lead either to a
port or the head of the railway. Quite
recently the present Government gave a
grant to the different road boards for road
maintenance. The grants were very accept-
able, and were the means of a number of
unemployed persons being provided with
work. The Government, of course, are hard
put fo it to find money for these grants, but
when the financial position does improve, I
hope it will be possible to renew them in the
North-West. I would also like the Govern-
ment to extend to the Pilbara distriet the
prospecting scheme inangurated by the Min-
ister for Mines to help the wunemployed
there.  Most of those men are practical
miners, and would gladly avail themselves
of the opportunity to go prospecting. There
is a large belt of auriferous country in the
district that is worth while prospecting. The
acheme has been of considerable advantage
to men who have been battling for a living
and has given them a chance of getting some-
thing more than a mere existenee. The min-
ing industry is certainly on the up grade in
my electorate. I hope this money will con-
tinue to be made available, so that pros-
peeting may be continued there. I was glad
to see that the Minister controlling State
shipping had reduced freights on the North-
West coast for various commodifies, such
as fencing material, cement, ete. These re-
ductions were most acceptable.  Without
wishing to appear greedy I hope this is a
forerunner of other acts of practical sym-
pathy to be shown by the present Adminis-
tration towards the North-West,

This concluded the meneral debate.
Vote put and passed.

Vote—Legislative Assembly, £2,356:

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: So that mem-
bers may appreciate that we are now getting
on to the expendifure in detail, I should

[ASSEMBLY.]

like to say that the general administration
of the House is creditable to His Honour
the Speaker and the staff itself. The activi-
ties of the staff are as great as they ever
have been, (Generally speaking the young
men who are serving members are doing so
in a manner to make our work as comfortable
and convenient as possible, I speak as one
who gives them a great deal of trouble at
various times, and Joes a tremendous amonnt
of telephoning.

The PREMIER: I do not wish to inter-
rupt the hon. member, but so that we may
know where we are, I suggest it is not open
for him to make a general speech on this
Vote.

The CHAIRMAN: That is so. I under-
stand the hon. member is going to say some-
thing about the messengers.

The PREMIER: That is different from
making a general speech on the Vote,

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
would not be in order, when diseussing this
Vote, in making a general speech.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1T thank you,
Sir, for the latitude you have given me. I
have done what I wanted to do: given mem-
hers time in which to get ready.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Joint House Commitlee, £5.803;
Joint Printing Commaitice, £3,862; Joint
Library Commitiee, £250; Premiers’ De-
partment £11,641—agreed to.

Vote—Governor’s Establishment, £1,634:
Item—Cleaning, £120,

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I should like to
have some information on this point. I do
not know whether Govemment House is
fully oceupied now, but I would like to
know whether this is expendifure that will
be inenrred during the ocenpancy of the
premises by the Lieut.-Governor, or whether
it is a figure put down because the actual
expenditure could not st the time be caleu-
lated. Last year a similar amount was put
on the Estimates for similar work. Can the
Premier state definitely that £120 will
be the total expenditure for ecleaning? I
am worried about this Government House
affair. We have so little control that unless
the Government are very keen we shall be
building up the expenditure so that members
will be sorry when they come to face the
electors again. We shall have to give an
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account of all this. My experience of Gov-
ernment House expenditure is that unless we
keep a tight rein upon it, it becomes enorm-
ous. I thought we had aholished it for ever,
but it is hack with us again. What can we
expect in regard to the expenditure there?

Mr. WANSBROUGH: The establishment
is becoming dilapidated. Possibly this item
may deal also with painting. Unless some-
thing is done in that way soon, the work will
cost far more than £120 later on.

The PREMIER : None of this money will
be spent on painting or renovations; jt is
for cleaning only. Although £120 was ex-
pended last yvear when the building was not
oceupied, und ajthough the building is oceu-
pied now, and will be for the remainder of
the year, the expenditure will be no greater
than it was last year. This is the amount
which has heen zet down for several years
past for cleaning. Other expenses that will
be incurred now that the huilding is oceu-
pied will be borne by the Lieut.-Governor
and not by the State.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Qut of the £4,0009

The PREMIER: He is not getting £4,000.
I cannot discuss that matter on this Item.
Although the salary under the Constitution
is £4,000, the Lieul.-Governor is only entitled
to draw half that.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Executive Couneil, £5:

Hon. N. KEENAN: What does this £5
represent? It seems an extraordinarily small
sum,

The PREMIER : It is the normal amount
that is put down for stationery, binding, ete,,
associated with the Exeeutive Couneil,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—London Agency, £9,168:

Item, Agent General, £1,550;

Hon. W. D. JOONSON: T raised a ques-
tion on this subject during the general dis-
cussion. The salary is substantial, and ex-
penses have increased. What really are the
Agent General’s functions to-day? It is not
now possible to deal with State finances
through the Agent General. The actual work
is done throngh the central authority, the
High Commissioner’s office. No Agent Gen-
eral ever has been an over-worked man. It is
a decent job, a cushy job, into which lueky
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people fall. The occupants of the office are
bound to magnify its importance.,  From
the social aspect the Agent Genersl is said
to be an asset to Western Australian visitors
to London, such visitors as the Premier and
the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Latham: None of the State’s money
was ever spent on me in London.

Hon. W. D». JOHNSON: The social side
no doubt is important and appealing, but we
cannot afford to maintain that style. When
Sir Hal Colebateh's term expires, the office
should be abolished. The next holder should
be one who fuvours aholition of the office,
and will give it a decent burial. The new
appointment should be made on that under-
standing. Here is an economy within the
scope of the State Government.

Mr. THORN: I disagree with the member
for Guildford-Midland. The bon. member
spoke earlier this evening in favour of eon-
trolled marketing. The Agent General
assists in that, and furthers the trade in
Western Australian produets. The hon.
member also spoke against unification this
evening, but now shows a desire to hand over
Western Australia’s affairs to the High Com-
missioner.

Hon. W, D). JOHNSON: The Agent Gen-
eral plays no part in the marketing of West-
ern Australian produets. When Mr. Ang-
win was Agent General, I had one or two
informative leiters fromm him in regard to
Russian wheat and so on. Being closely
associated with the sale of Western Austra-
lian wheat, I can say that only a very special
case would be submitted to the Agent Gen-
eral. [ do not want to discount what is done
in the matter of functions, but the Agent
General's chief opportunities for usefulness
are gone.

My, Thorn: I do not like the idea of hand-
ing over Western Australia’s affairs to the
High Commissiouer.

Mr. LATHAM: It is a pity the mewmber
for Guildford-Midland has net visited Lon-
don. Had he done so, he would know that
sacial functions play the smallest part in the
office of the Agent General.

The Premier: One could not imagine Mr.
Angwin doing nothing but attend social
functions,

My, LATHAM: Certainly not.

The Premier: The Agent General has a
great deal to do with marketing.

Alr. LATHAM: Certainly. As regards
the pearling industry the Agent Greneral ob.
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tained reliable information for us from Lon-
don and, through the British Ambassador in
America, from the United States. The Trea-
surer, I believe, knows that the annna] value
of the Agent General’s work is much greater
than the total annual cost of the office. For
instance, the Agent General's services will
be utilised to obtain bona fide tenders for
the machinery requived at the East Perth
power house.

The Premier: Yes.
tion that.

Mr. LATHAM : The Agent (enecral is
able to secure information indirectly.

The PREMIER: On this question I en-
tively disagree with the views expressed by
the member for Guildford-Midland. Under
no cireumstances would I agree to the aboli-
tion of the London Agency. We should then
he at the merey of the High Commissioner’s
office,

My, Latham: As we were in
with the immigration business,
unsatisltactory.

The PREMIER: The Ageney Cieneral is
not a social institution by any means. 1
have had considerable experience of the
London Agency while | have been in oflice
here, and I had three months” experience of
the agency while in London during wwhich
time the Agent General was not idle for
one moment. There are streams of callers
every day inguiring abont Western Austra-
ha’s land settlement, mining, pearling and
=0 forth. That information can be supplied
only by the Agenl General's olfice. 1f one
goes over to the High Commissioner’s office,
as T did, being unknown there, and asks for
information, one cannot get it at all. At
the High Commissioner’s olfice they simply
do not know anvything about Western Aus-
tralia.  One can get information there ahout
Victoria and New South Wales, hat not
ahont Western Auztralia.  The London
Ageney plays a part in the marketing of our
products. During the time T was in London
# shipment of Western Australian apples,
totalling 40,000 eages, arrived, and the nest
morning 1 was at Covent Garden market
with the Agent General. There were in-
numerable inguiries about our apples—
where they came from, the possibilities of
the apple-growing industry in Western Aus-
tralia, and so forth: and for days following
the sale of those 40,000 cases numbers of
people came into Lhe London Ageney seek-
ing information with vegard to this State

[ was about to men-

connection
It was very
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anid the possibilities of settling here—among
them people with money. The Government
will most likely be ealling for tenders for
requirements at the East erth power honse
shortly, involving an expenditure of about
£250,000. There, again, the Agent General,
being on the spot, will assist and advise us.
The State is purchasing something in Lon-
don neorly every week, and the Agent Gen-
eral nssists ns to get o fair deal as regards
gquotations and tenders. Instead of firms
putting Lheir heads together in submitting
uotations, the Agent General looks after our
interests.  In a hundred and one different
ways the Agent General does good work for
this State. It will be a had day for any
State when it centres its work in the Fligh
Commissioner's ollice.

Mr. Latham: We have no represcntation
there,

The PREMIER : The High Commissioner’s
office deals only with Australia as o whole,
ot with auy partienlar State. Al the
States have fownd by experience that it is
wise to matntnin o London Ageney. If |-
were to nbolish any office, it woald be the
High Commissioner’s oltice, That is n soctal
centre. [ has o wmagnificent bailding in the
Strand.

Mr, Latham: There is even a piclure show
on the premises.

The PREMIER: Yes, in the basement. 1t
is the favourile resort of London dendbeats
for a sleep in the afternoon. At least, |
found it so; that has heen mv experience.
I went throngh the great main hall where
there are exhibits of Australian produce. T
do not think there wns one among the men
and gils in eharge who was an  Austra-
lian, T questioned them about varvious mat-
ters and thev krew nothing. They handed
me a few out-of-date pamphiets. If there
iz any place in London where you cannot
zet any real informalion about Australin,
it is at the High Commissioner’s office.

Mr. Thorn: Quite right!

The PREMIER: On the other hand, if
one goes Lo the Tondon Agencies of the vari-
ons State Governments, the position is
quite different. Queensland has a very fine
office with a great display in the window
fronting the street. Our building is a fine
one, too, nnd our window display also
attracts crowds of people on the footpath,
There is always a constant stream of people
making inquiries and the Agent General is
kept Imsy supplying information. The
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State Agencies do the work for the States
alone. whereas the Commonwealth office
does not hother about that phase. It wonld
he a very ill-advised step to abolish the
London Agency,

Vote put and passed.

Commissioner,
Car Service,

Totes—Public  Service
£1,231; Government Motor
£2.{15—agreed to.

Vote—Printing. £419,431:

Mr. MARSHALL: When the State Sav-
ings Bank was unfortunately transferred to
the Commonwealth Bank, an agreement was
arrived at that the Savings Bank printing
would he retained fo the State. Has that
arrangement heen carried out hy the Com-
monwealth?

_ My, Latham: We got £26,500 from the
Cominonwealth last vear.

Mr. MARSHALL: I hope the Premier
will see that we do not lose that work.

The PREMIER: I cannot say definitely,
but T know that constderable correspond-
ence has taken place hetween the CGovern-
ment and the Commonwealth with regard to
printing. Some of that formerly done in
the State lias heen transferred to the Easi-
ern States, where they have the faeilities
and the work can be done more eheaply on
a wholesale scale. We have endeavoured to
retain to the State the printing that was
formerly done here, but the Commonwealth
autheritiecs have refused to do that for the
reason [ have indicated.

M. MARSHALL: The member for York,
perhaps unwittingly, has misinterpreted the
position. The revenue he referred to repre-
sents returns under all headings and in-
cludes any money reccived from the Com-
monwealth,

Mr. TLatham: T took it to rcfer to the
Commonwealth as it is mentioned first and
therefore was, I thought, the most important
part

Mr. MARSHALL: It refers to the whole
of the revenue. It would be unfair to allow
the Commonwealth Government to bhreak
their promise to the State and 1 hope the
Premier will take the matter up.

The Premier: We are trving to do some-
thing, bnt mueh of the printing is being
done in the East.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—Tourist Bureau, £1,673:

Item, Divector, £384:

Me. SAMPSOXN: I desire to refer to the
possibilities regarding tours of central
Australia, T am pleased fo mnote the
improvement that has taken place in the
housing of the Tourist Bureau and the
atfractive display that has been made there.
Recently I travelled through eentral Aus-
traliz and T believe that if the Tourist
Bureau endeavoured to organise Australian
tours from Perth to Quorn and thenee from
Alice Springs to Darwin, returning thence
by the M.V, “Koolinda,” a fair traffic would
be ensured. T suggest that the fours should
he organised from both ends, tourists being
encouraged to travel from Perth to Darwin
hy the “Koolinda™ and thence overland, and
from Perth to Quorn, Alice Springs to Dar-
win, and down the coast by the “Koolinda.”
Arrangements might be made with the Fed-
eral Government for special fares and also
on the State vessels, and it would he pos-
sible to enter inte an arrangement with the
Commonwealth mail-man, who drives the
motor bus overland, to participate in the

seheme. That would give people an oppor-
tunity to see parts of Australin seldom
visited. T have discussed this matter with

the Direetor and he views it with favour.
Many people consider that ilhe ‘Tourist
Bureau is capable of much development, but
T have no desire to offer any destructive
eriticism in view of the improvements that
have been iustalled recently. I hope every
advantage will be taken to encourage tour-
ists to visit Western Australian beauty spots.

Mr. LATBAM: The Director 15 in veceipt
of a very small salary. He receives £384 a
year and he has two clerks who receive £380.
Yet the Divector has to carry the responsi-
bility. He is u very capable officer and has
done a great dea! to advertise the State. s
it not possible to take that malter up with
the Public Service Commissioner?

The PREMIER: It will be realised that
it is a matter of elassification by the Public
Service Commissioner, in which the Govern-
ment have no say whatever. Although I may
bold similar views to that of the hon. mem-
ber, it would be rather dilficult for me io
suggest to the Public Service Commissioner
what the salary of an officer should be,
although it does séem low in this instance.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—Literary and Scientific Grants, etc.,
£8,690—agreed to.

Vote—Fisheries, £3,651:

Item, Upkeep of Boats, £300:

Mr. McLARTY: The fisheries inspector,
who has to supervise the Murray and Har-
vey Estnaries, has at his disposal a fishing
hoat that fills rapidly when he takes it out.
He has to cover a large expanse of water
that, being in close proximity to the metro-
politan area, is one of the main Ashing
grounds of the State. Mueh illiett netting
is geing on and there is a danger of the
waters being depleted, partienlarly as 1t is a
vast spawning ground.

The Premier: I have approved of the pur-
chase of a new beat for the fisheries inspec-
tor at Mandurah.

Mr. MeLARTY: That is ail T desire to
know.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Treasury, £19,897; Aundit, £11,091
—agreed to.

Vote—Compassionate
£1,978:

Item, Widow of the late Arthur D. Lobb,
Northam Hospital, £100:

Mr. HAWEE: I do not wish to go into
the details of this case, execept briefly. Mr,
Lobb unfortunately met his death at the Nor-
tham Hospital through an overdose of a cer-
tain drug that had to be administered
for an operation. Tt would be entirely
wrong for the Treasury to seek o dis-
charge the whole of the State’s re-
sponsibility to the widow and her five child-
ren by means of one payment of £700.
When the fatality oecurred, AMr. Huelin, the
Secretary of the Department, agreed to
make a first payment of £100 and, after
that payment had been used up, to review
the case when, if the eircumstances of the
widow and children were found fo be worse
than they were at the time of the fatality,
further consideration would be given to
them, T have taken up the matier with Alr.
Huelin recently, and he has agreed to go
further into it, and, if the ecircumstances
are found to he as I represented to him,
to see what further could be done for the
widow. I ask that the Premier make inves-
tigations so that the full position might he

Alowances, ete.,
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revealed and Mrs. Lobh and her children re-
ceive sufficient assistance if the case war-
rants it.

The PREMIER: This is described as a
final payment. Of course, that is o dis-
tinguish it from other payments which are
more or less a statutory obligation. I will
look into the ease, and if it be decided to
give further consideration to it the item may
be inserted in the next Estimates,

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Government  Stores,
Taxation, £30,900—agreed to.

£11,577;

Vote—Workers’ Homes Board, £13.244:
Item, Sccretary and Accountant, £480:

Mr. NEEDHAM: I should like to ask the
Premier whether there is any prospect of a
fillip being given to the building of further
homes, cither in the metropolitan area or in
other parts of the State. I wonder whether
the Premier eould advise us as to the inten-
tions of the Government; whether it is pro-
posed to initiate a scheme whereby additional
homes could be erected, One of the troubles
we are facing today is that of vent, and T
think an cffort should be made to increase
the number of workers’ homes, even if we
had to approach the Loan Council for the
necessary money. Thus, in a small way we
would be helping to solve the problem of
economic pressure. I should like to know
what prospects there are of our getbing more
workers’ homes.

Mr. MOLONEY: I have heen associated
with the building trade most of my life,
and I know the quality of the homes being
erected by the hoard. They are admirable,
and T would urge on the Premier the neces-
sity for angmenting the number at present
heing built. Workers’ homes constitute one
of the preatest boons the community has
ever had in the way of housing, and to aug-
ment the number being built would give a
fillip to the building trade. If theve he any
money at all which the Premier can divert
in that direction, I hope hewill avail himself
of it

Mr. HEGNEY: I should like to know
whether any amount has been made availabie
for the crection of skeleton homes on the
outskirts of the metropolitan area. Last
year through the Employment Department
an amount of £65 each was made availahle
for a number of skeleton three-roomed
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weatherboard houses. At the present time,
when workers are being forced out of their
komes, they ought to be given an opporiu-
nity to get skeleton houses huilt, and I think
the Premier should if possible make some
money available for that purpose. Certain
other workers’ homes have heen built at a
cost of £250. They are excellent bouses, and
many of the workers who at present eannot
afford better quality homes at £500 or £600,
could afford to acquire homes costing only
£250. T have seen some very useful homes
erccted under the MeNess Fund.  IF the
Workers' Homes Board could make avail-
able houses of that character, they would
be rendering a good service to the workers.
In my clectorate, both at Belmont Park and
on the outskirts of Bayswater, many work-
ers are compelled fo live in improvised
houses they have built themselves on cheap
blocks of land. AMv. Scott, of the Employ-
ment Deparfment, has a whole file of appli-
cations from workers in the metropolitin
area anxious to acquire homes of that char-
acter, and I lope the Premier will find it
possible to make some money available for
that purpose.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITEH: T presume the ex-
tent of the activities of the Workers' Homes
Board is more or less determined by the
money made available to the board, but T
understand that the sphere of the board’s
activities is determined by the board itself.
Judging by advertisements appearing in the
trams, the hoard have houses available in
almost every part of the State, but so far
have not extended their activities to the
Eastern Goldfields. There has been a crying
need for such extension on account of the
shortage of houses and the exploitation of
rents there. Will the Premier ascertain
whether the board will consider the question
of extending their activities to (he Eastern
Goldfields?

The PREMIER: 1 have discussed the
matter with members of the board. This
question has cropped up over many years
and, although there is a uveat shortage of
homes on the goldfields and as a consequence
rents are very high, the board have declined
to extend their activities to any of the gold-
ficlds. That has heen the considered policy
of the hoard from the inception. The
gphere of ackivity is within the discretion of
the board, and it is not within the power of
the Minister to direet the hoard to provide
homes in any particular district. The hoard
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are working on safe lines. They take the
view that the permanence of the mining in-
dustry is not assured, and naturally the in-
vestment of any considerable amount in
mining areas might easily he lost through a
collapse of the industry. T am sorry it is so,
hecause of the great need for additional
houses on the Eastern Goldfields. However,
1 have no power to influence the deeision of
the hoard. Regarding the question raised by
the member for Perth and other memhers,
during the last day or two T have been deal-
ing with the draft of the Loan Estimates, and
the question of the amount to be made avail-
able this year for the erection of workers
homes has been under consideration. This
venr T shall provide certainly not less than
the aimouut provided lust year. T realise the
oreat need for an inerease in the number of
homes and will find as much money as the
finances will permit. T hope the Toan Esti-
mates will be placed before members in a
few weeks’ time.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Miscelluneous services, £601,933:

Ttem—Expenses of repatiiation of sundry
persons, £600:

Mr. HAWKE: Last vear £612 was pro-
vided for this purpose. T should like the
Premier to explain the objeet of the item.

The PREMIER: This amount is mainly
for repatriating migrants, mostly with fami-
lies, people who have come out in recent
vears. They have become a charge on the
State, and have received sustenance, and
when it is found they are likely to be a
charge on the State for u number of years
and that we could save money hy payving the
cost of their repatriation to the Old Country,
we do so. Last week T approved of the re-
patriation of a man, his wife and eight
children at a cost of about £200. Tt was
quite certain that the father would never be
able to work and it was estimated that the
charge on the State by the time the voung-
est child reached the age of 14 would he
about £600.

The Minister for Employment: And a
possibility of there being more children.

The PREMIER: The parents were only
about 38 years of age, and there were pos-
sibilities in that direction. Ounly when we
receive requests and when it works out to
the advantage of the State on a commercial
basis do we pay repatriation expenses.
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Mr. Hawke: Tlhey back
against their wishes?

The PREMIER: XNo, they are repatri-
ated mainly at their own request. We do
not suggest that they should return; nor do
we force them to go back. If it is better
for us to pay their repatriation expenses
than to maintain them, we do so.

Mr. Needham: Did those people pay their
Ppassages out?

The PREMIER : Some of them may bave
done so. They are mostly assisted migrants
who arrived during the last eight of ten
yvears. Bven if they had paid their passages
and we found they were likely to become a
heavy charge on the State and they desired
to return, we would repatriate them. [ am
afraid this item will be excecded, hecause
I bad approved of it before the case I men-
tioned came under notice.

Mr. SAMPSON: I was approached by a
man who came to the State some years ago
with his wife and a family of three. T have
been loth to support the idea of returning
such people to the O1d Country, hut the cir-
cumstanees sometimes justify it. The man
in question has heen in receipt of sustenance
for several years and is at present receiving
35s. a week. FHe told me that he could not
work, and that even if he could, he would
not like to. He was several times wounded
in the war, and said he could get a light job
in the O1d Country. The policy of repatriat-
ing such people could perhaps be adepted
when they were likely to become a serious
burden on the State. T was not in favour of
such repatriation when you, Mr. Chairman,

are not sent

spoke on the subject some time ago,
but my views are echanging. This man

has already cost the State some hun-
dreds of pounds, From what T ecan sce
he will 2o on costing this money Eor a long
time, Tis youngest child is under 14. T
shall have much pleasure in supplying the
Prenier with the faets. [ agree it would be
a paying proposition to get rid of thesc
people. Tt is disgraceful that they were
allowed to come into the State,

The Premier: We can only send them
away if they ask to be returned.

Mr, SAMPSON: Tt is said that this man
has heerr hombarding the Government for
many vears.

The Premier: He wants to go back?

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes.

The Premier: If it is a payable proposi-
tiorr, we will send him,
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Mr. SAMPSON: Aud 1 would contribute
towards it.

Mr. MOLONEY: I have known of another
case for some time which comes within the
ambit of a commercial proposition. I have
made every effort to secure the repatriation
of this person, witliout suceess. In view of
the assurance of the Premier that he will
view these matters from a commerecial aspect,
I will wait upon his doorstep ahout this case
at the earliest possible moment,

Item, Grant to
Association, £200.

Mr. HAWKE : 1 would like some informa-
tion eoncerning this item. T am not a mem-
ber of the Parliamentary Association.

The Premicr: As a member of this Honse,
You are n member of that organisation.

Mr. HAWKE: [ should like an assurance
that we are justified in passing this item.

The TREMIER: T think so. This
organisation was formed some years ago, and
consists of members of Parliament through-
out the Empire. This has been an annual
payment towards the upkeep and expenses
of the nssociation. A journal is issued by
it and I think every member pays 10s. a yoar
for it. 1 think we should be linked up with
this organisation. There have been oeeasions
wlen members of this association have gone
on a tour of the Old Country. On two orca-
sions a party went from Austrabin. Under
the rules of the association, the selection has
heen made hy the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment, and on the last oceasion when a visit
was made all of the 17 members of the party
were Federal members. One of the things
we have heen striving for is the right of the
State Parliamenis to nominate some mem-
bers of the party.

Mr. Latham: T think that has been ap-
proved of.

The PREMTER: I think so, too,

Smpire Parliamentary

Vote put and passed,
Vote—Iorests, £11,246—ayreed Lo,
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.28 p.m.



